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PRINCIPAL REPORT...

Farewell Susan!

Early in Term 2, we were forfunate to employ Susan Higginbotham as a member of our Education
Support (Infegration Aide) team, filing a vacancy made available with the birth of Maddie
Kennedy's first child. During this time, Susan has established herself as a valuable member of our
feam and built some wonderful relationships with children in various grades, supporfing our
students in their learning, engagement and wellbeing. On behalf of everyone at our school, |
would like to publicly express our collective gratitude to Susan for her dedication, kindness and
enthusiasm to her role, and wish her all the very best for the future.

Whilst on the topic of farewells, we have recently been supporting Caleb McPherson undertake
a 20-day Pre-Service Teacher (PST) placement at our school, as a component of his Bachelor of
Education (Primary) degree with Swinburne University. Caleb has been mentored by Miss Ingle in
the Grade 1/2 class and will finish his placement at the end of this week. With a huge staff
shortage in the education sector at present, we are pleased to support Caleb develop his skillset
and capacity at our beautiful school, and we also wish him all the very best for the future.

Statewide Orientation Day

Yesterday provided us the final fransition experience in a series of sessions for our incoming Prep
children, whilst also giving our current students an opportunity to spend a half day in their 2025
grades, including with their 2025 teacher. It was pleasing to visit the classrooms and observe how
settled and calm our children were, whilst being so engaged with the program throughout. |
shouldn’t be surprised given how awesome our students are, but it was certainly great to seel

This day is designed to support children with their fransition prior to the following year, though in
our confext, we have many natural advantages with our students regularly engaging and
inferacting with one another irrespective of who is in their class. It was also fantastic to hear many
positive reports from our Year 6 students this morning, after spending time at their respective
secondary schools yesterday. There seems to be many instances of our RIPPER values on full
display, and for this, our children and families should be very proud.
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Advance Notice - 2025 Student Free Day:

In order 1o provide as much notice to our school community as possible, please be aware that
earlier this month, School Council have approved Friday 14 February 2025 as a student free day.
The purpose of this day is for our staff to participate in professional learning alongside other
schools in the Latrobe Valley network, with a focus on responsive teaching and ensuring the
learning program delivered to students is targeted to their point of need.

Approval was sought from School Council this year as our next scheduled meeting is on 10
February 2025, leaving an unreasonably short timeline to inform families of these arrangements.
Reminders will be provided in early 2025, however | also encourage readers to put this into your
diaries now.

Subsequent School Council approved 2025 student free days are yet to be determined, with these
tfo be communicated in Term 1 2025.

Take care,

Joel Blythman
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DATES TO REMEMBER...

12" December Thursday Whole School EOYNI%ZUAT;(;Z F—)(I]rplilomble World and

13" December Friday Year 6 Graduation

19" December Thursday End of Year Concert - 7:00pm

20" December Friday Last Day Term 4 - Early Dismissal at 1:00pm
29" January Wednesday Term 1 2025 - Students First Day

WHAT TO BRING TO
INFLATABLE WORLD!

END OF YEAR

ey = SCHOOL CONCERT

Our concert will take place

= & \
l N § fg‘ N\ 7:00pm start
[ socs 4 on the school oval
beginning at 7:00pm.
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Please bring chairs and

blankets to sit on.

DRINK BOTTLES
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RIPPER

AR A

Prep/1 Delaney R For her exceptional display of all our RIPPER values and for
P y being such a positive and kind friend.
1/2 Jacob B For showing empathy to his friends.
2/3 Myla S For showing patience and persistence while working with
others.
475 Levi H For displaying incredible Teqm work during MAPPEN project
fime.
. For being a delightful member of our classroom. She
5/6 Mia P :
consistently helps everyone around her.
. For the resilience he showed when sewing his Christmas
Music Luke D .
decoration.
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TRARALGON SOUTH CFA
SANTA RUN

Join Traralgon South Fire Brigade as
we help Santa deliver lollies to the
children of Callignee, Koornalla &

Traralgon South

TUESDAY 24 DECEMBER 2024

T Stops:
S5pm Callignee Hall
5.30pm Koornalla Monument
6pm Traralgon South Township
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Holiday Camp!

Traralgon South Cricket Oval

A variety of water games and team challenge
activities that will get kids super wet with
the help of water soakers, sponges and
buckets. Reaction games, running and
dodging games and throwing skill games
that will test all of their abilities

FRI 17 JAN 10:00am - 11:30am

-NEW SIBLING DISCOUNT ON CHECKOUT-

0437 664 403
gippsland@geckosports.com.au
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Holiday Camp!

Duncan Cameron Memorial Reserve, Traralgon

A variety of water games and team challenge
activities that will get kids super wet with
the help of water soakers, sponges and
buckets. Reaction games, running and
dodging games and throwing skill games
that will test all of their abilities

WED 15 JAN 12:30pm - 2:00pm

-NEW SIBLING DISCOUNT ON CHECKOUT-

0437 664 403
gippsland@geckosports.com.au
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Duncan Cameron Memorial Reserve, Traralgon :

Join the wild adventure with Animal Safari! Kids
will explore the animal kingdom through fun
games and challenges that build strength,
balance, and agility. From hopping like kangaroos
to prowling like tigers, this safari-themed
program is packed with exciting activities for
kids aged 5-12

WED 15 JAN 10:00am - 11:00am

-NEW SIBLING DISCOUNT ON CHECKOUT-

0437 664 403
gippsland@geckosports.com.au
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