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Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

PRINCIPAL REPORT...
NAPLAN:

Over the previous fortnight, our Year 3 and Year 5 students completed their four NAPLAN fests,
with all except the Year 3 Writing test completed online.

At a system level, a considerable level of attention is placed on school performance in these tests,
as it allows schools to compare the impact of our feaching on student learning with others across
the network, against ‘like” schools, the state, and nationally. Despite this level of attention,
primarily amplified through the media, our focus confinues to be that on individual learning
growth rather than level of achievement. Irrespective of a child’'s starfing point, the level of
learning growth they have made compared o others is where we believe the real positives lie.
The commitment of our staff in ensuring they know where each child is atf in their learning, where
they need to move to next, and measuring the impact of their teaching on student learning, has
been a notable focus of ours in recent years.

To support our Year 3 and 5s leading up to these tests, teachers of these students in their grades
followed a comprehensive Action Plan. This Action Plan follows a Gradual Release of Responsibility
model, whereby feachers begin with whole class demonstrations about NAPLAN fests and
question types, inclusive of explicit tfeaching and modelling of high-quality responses. Over a
series of lessons and weeks, students were supported 1o have less reliance on the classroom
tfeacher and instead develop and refine their own skills in responding in a high-quality manner,
thus providing our children every opportunity to be successful during the tests themselves.
Furthermore, our students spent time developing their proficiency to navigate the online NAPLAN
fest platform, ensuring their test literacy was at a level that enabled them to complete their tests
free of any unfamiliarity with its functionality.

I was extremely impressed with the manner in which our students approached NAPLAN, with our
RIPPER values very much on full display. If you haven't yet had a discussion with your child about
these tests, | encourage you to, and whilst doing so, please celebrate their attitude fowards doing
their best.
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Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

End of Term Arrangements:

With the end of Term 1 creeping up on us quickly, please be aware of the following particulars for
our earlier dismissal time on Thursday 2 April (next week), noting Friday 3 April is the Good Friday
public holiday:

Qam-1:15pm: As per normal arrangements, inclusive of lunch eatfing time
1:15pm-1:30pm:  Whole School Assembly (Undercover Court - weather dependent)
1:30pm-2:30pm:  Extended lunch break

2:30pm: End of term dismissal

Should families elect to collect your child at the conclusion of our Whole School Assembly, we ask
that for emergency management purposes, you communicate this directly with your child’s
classroom teacher,

2026 Curriculum Contributions:

Endorsed by School Council in Term 4 2025, our 2026 Curriculum Contributions policy politely
requests parents pay the $185/student (plus any optional other confributions) by the end of
February 2026.

Payments can be made via cash, or by direct debit to our school account below. Please also
include a description of the related item you are making a payment for in the reference field. For
example, ‘Surname: 2026 Contributions’

Account Name: Traralgon South Primary School

BSB: 083 001

Account Number: 387779521

Payments can be made in full, or for those that prefer, via either of the suggested instalment
options detailed below:

Quarterly (per term): $46.25 /student

Monthly (January-October): $18.50 /student

Take care,

Joel Blythman
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DATES TO REMEMBER...

25" March Wednesday Collection Day for Hot Cross Bun Orders
26™ March Thursday Years 5 & 6 Students - Traralgon College Awareness Day
27™ March Friday District Athletics Sports - Years 3 to 6 only
) Last Day - Term 1 - Early Dismissal at 2:30pm
2" April Thursday
(Assembly 1:15pm - 1:30pm)
20™ April Monday First Day - Term 2
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- Whole For an incredible effort on house sports day. Everyone
rep Grade participated in all activities and had a positive attitude all day.
For always demonstrating our RIPPER values consistently. You are
1/2 Eleanor H | a hardworking, respectful, and proud learner. You have grown in
confidence and love challenges.
2/3 Charlotte M For listening carefully to other s’rudeﬁrs and providing helpful
feedback on their work.
. For always being among the first students listening and ready o
3/4 Charlie S learn. Thanks for showing respect every day.
For always showing her best work within the classroom. Thank-
4/5 Isabel 5 you for your effort.
6 Abbie R For your fantastic effort at our house sports. You never gave up
1 and always tried to improve on your scores.
Art Connie W For the pride she takes mlher artwork and her happy disposition
that she brings to class every week.
Whole : . .
PE School For your RIPPER display of sportsmanship at our House Athlefics.
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Traralgon Centre Plaza Favourite EQg Competition

The students have been busy decorating an egg which will go on display in the Traralgon Centre Plaza
next week. Everyone is invited to vote on the best decorated Easter Egg (hopefully ours!l). There is only
one egg - photos show each side which the students have decorated.

The school with the most votes can win $500 as well as some lucky voters winning a $50 TCP voucher.

~ Yvonne Game ~

Vote for your favourite school’s egg.
Five lucky voters will win i3
a $50 TCP Gift Card. [
The top two winning schools will

receive a $500 TCP Gift Card.

Principal: Joel Blythman A: 13-19 Keith Morgan Drive,
Traralgon South, VIC, 3844

P: (03) 5195 5244 E: fraralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au

W: www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au n www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/


mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/

25" March 2026 ISSUE 8

Z22Z 2 7 722 P gg@ g,,@ &
. DY
:é SezziZ 2 Z Z 725

CALLIGNEE HALL
435 OLD CALLIGNEE RD,
CALLIGNEE

Friday April 24th

WHEN
DOORS OPEN SPM
DINNER SERVED AT 6PM
RSVP
Essential by Friday 17" April PRICE Child (4-3) - S10
catscommunitydinners@gmail.com nder & FREE
2 Course Meal
MENU Roast Meat & Gravy Rolls with a variety of
salads
SELECTION OF DESSERTS .
BYQ Alcohol

Soft Drinks avallable to purchase on the
night

RAFFLE TICKETS SOLD
ON THE NIGHT

S1per ticket or & for $5

We're hiking
for mental health
with Coastrek

Please support me in
raising funds for Beyond Blue
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