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PRINCIPAL REPORT...
2025 Student Leaders:

It was lovely to have Martin Cameron MP join us last Friday afternoon to formally infroduce our
2025 Student Leaders and present them each with a congratulatory certificate. Despite being a
smaller school, we are incredibly fortunate to have a large number of children view themselves
fo be leaders, and as such, put their hand up to be considered for a role amongst their peers.
Unfortunately, there was again fewer positions than overall nominations, though as | stated at our
assembly, | urge those that missed out fo act as leaders throughout the year despite not having
a badge on their chest. As a collective, we all have an important role in supporting one another
and upholding our RIPPER values.

| am proud to announce our full 2025 Student Leaders are as follows, and we very much look
forward to working with them to throughout the year in ensuring their school is the best it can be:

School Captains
Jake Kamphuis

Liam Pass

House Captains

Sturt (Red House) Hume (Green House)
Maxwell Oftery Beth Bloor
Levi Sims Harrison Phillips

Flinders (Blue House)

Jordan Bantick Mafttias Preston

Bowie Ruyg Thomas Wilhelm

Junior School Councillors (By Class)
Prep/1 Grade 1/2
Ella Fievez Max Camilleri

Maggie Webb Charlofte Preston
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Grade 3 Grade 4/5
Harper Bantick Kai Lumley

Myla Smythe Kaylee Pasqualini
Grade 5/6

Jordan Bantick

Jimmy Tomholt

Mobile Phone Ban:

Areminder that the Department of Education (DE) has in place a mobile phone ban that requires
students who bring mobiles phones to school to have them switched off and securely put away
during school hours. This also includes smart watches that have similar functionality, where in our
context, are much more prevalent than mobile phones themselves.

The DE is requiring all schools to ensure this ban is in place and enforced, with this applicable to
all government schools across the state. This helps ensure that school is a learning environment
free from unnecessary distractions and disruptions.

By ensuring mobile phones and smart watches are kept away, students can interact with each
other face-to-face and fully engage in the learning program, free of distractions and social
pressures that mobile phones and smart watches can cause.

| ask for the support of all our families, staff and students in continuing to support the
implementation of this policy in our school.

Please note, for a small number of students with particular health needs, an exception to the
policy may be granted. Please contact me if you would like to discuss this further.
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In the event of an emergency or if you need to immediately contact your child, | ask that families
contact the General Office who will pass on a message as required.

A copy of our school’s local mobile phone policy, which implements the government’s mobile
policy in line with our local contfext, is available here. Lastly the Mobile phones in schools
webpage provides links fo resources for families to help them balance their children’s fime using
mobile phones.

Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHiPS) Initiative:

As | announced at the end of 2024, the Department of Education has funded a new position for
all government and low-fee non-government schools, with our region implementing this staged
roll-out this year. This position, our Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader, will work across our school
fo implement a whole-school approach to mental health and wellbeing for students, staff, and
families based on a broad knowledge of the needs of the school community. This includes:

o building the capacity of school staff, in particular classroom teachers, to identify and support
students with mental health concerns in the classroom

e supporting the school to create clear referral pathways infernally (within school) and
externally (fo community services) for students identified as requiring further assessment and
intervention

e coordinating targeted mental health support for students by working with regional staff,
school wellbeing and leadership teams, teachers, parents/carers, and external agencies.

This role focuses on mental health and wellbeing promotion, prevention and early intervention,
rather than the implementation of clinical or allied health approaches. Additionally, our Mental
Health and Wellbeing Leader will receive training from the Faculty of Education at the University
of Melbourne, and professional development through continued learning communities.

| provide the above information to not only infroduce this new position within our school, but to
also announce that Ashleigh Phillips will be returning to us following her family leave to fill this role
from Tuesday 18 March (next week). Ashleigh will be working 5 days/fortnight, and as the weeks
progress, we look forward to providing further updates to our school community.
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Curriculum Contributions:

Endorsed by School Council in Term 4 2024, our 2025 Curriculum Contributions policy politely
requests parents pay the $185 (plus any optional other contributions) by the end of February

2025. At the time of writing, less than 50% of families have made a contribution, and should this
pattern continue, a large proportion of fundraising will instead need to be redirected to
curriculum consumables.

Payments can be made via cash, or by direct debit to our school account below. Please also
include a description of the related item you are making a payment for in the reference field. For
example, ‘Surname: 2025 Contributions’

Account Name: Traralgon South Primary School
BSB: 083 001
Account Number: 387779521

Payments can be made in full, or for those that prefer, via either of the suggested instalment
options detailed below:

Quarterly (per term): $46.25
Monthly (January-October): $18.50

Take care,

Joel Blythman
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DATES TO REMEMBER...

18" March Tuesday Scholastic Book Club Online LOOP Orders Close
215 March Friday Hot Cross Bun-Raiser - Order Forms & Payment Due
25" March Tuesday School Photos
28™ March Friday District Athletics Sports - Years 3 to 6 only

15" April Tuesday Hot Cross Buns - Pick Up From School

4™ April Friday Last Day Term 1

2279 April Tuesday First Day Term 2

25" April Friday ANZAC Day Public Holiday

28™ April Monday Student Free Day
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J

Prep/1 Elise D For producing incredible writing pieces independently.
1/2 Max C For always participating and persisting with pride!
3 Violet M For a great effort to improve her handwriting and shows

persistence with learning tasks.

For her amazing resilience! She takes everything in her stride

475 Felicity P with a smile and a sense of calm.
For her fantastic attitude inside the classroom. She is selfless
5/6 Beth B .
and always considers others before herself.
Music Hugo R For his continued positive pqr’ricipq’rion and enthusiasm in our
music lessons.
School Harry W For being helpful and a good role model to junior grades
Captains Y ghep 9 J 9 '

Principal: Joel Blythman A: 13-19 Keith Morgan Drive,
Traralgon South, VIC, 3844

P: (03) 5195 5244 E: fraralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au

W: www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au n www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/



mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/

ISSUE 6

Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

VACATIGONICARIE
AUMUYIVINF202:5

CLOSING DATE: Friday 21st of March 2025
COST: 89.99 per day + (520 Dollars for Incursions/
Excursions)
booking confirmations: Monday 24th March
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Monday 7 April Tuesday 8 April Wednesday 9 April Thrusday 10 April Friday 11 April

Glow Stick Party Master subway day Wheels Day Messy Play Day Superhero Day

/ N
Monday 14 April Tuesday 15 April Wednesday 16 April Thrusday 17 April Friday 18 April

Incursion Excursion Easter Game Day Easter Party Day Public Holiday

Book in here!
Please note we are able to
offer care for children 3

years and over,
Y Pricing: $89.88 per day
B9 & before CCS
D (Not including incursions &
" excursions)

CLICK HERE TO BOOK
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Children’s Decorating Classes

Sunday 13* April
11 to 12pm
12.30 to 1.30pm

e

$38 all inclusive

Please call Traralgon Neighbourhood House to
book and pay
P: 51746199
E: enquiries@tnlh.org.au
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3 Three day workshop: !
Dancing, character development and playmaking

Suitable for Grade 3 to

Year 9
New participants welcome-
no experience required!

Performance on the evening
of Day 3.
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