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PRINCIPAL REPORT...

Stroll & Roll Program:
Let’s get ready to Stroll & Roll!

In 2023, we are proud to be one of only three schools in Latrobe City to be part of the Stroll & Roll active travel to
school program.

As we begin to implement and build this program throughout the year, this will be a great opportunity to start
forming new healthy habits and to promote the many benefits that active travel has for our students and families.
Additionally, this will complement our work around improving student wellbeing, as it is well known exercise helps
us to feel good about ourselves.

The program will include road safety education for students, the use of active travel passports and incentives for
reaching active travel milestones.

We will have the support of Latrobe City Council for the duration of the year and look forward to addressing barriers
to active travel and see more students walking or riding to school each day. Keep an eye out as there are more
details to come. In the interim, you can visit www.latrobe.vic.gov.au/StrollandRoll for more information.
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NAPLAN:

In 2023, NAPLAN is scheduled for 15-27 March for our Year 3 and 5 students, with all except the Year 3 Writing test
to be completed online.

At a system level, a considerable level of attention is placed on school performance in these tests, as it allows schools
to compare the impact of our teaching on student learning with others across the network, against ‘like’ schools, the
state, and nationally. Despite this level of attention, primarily amplified through the media, our focus continues to
be that on individual learning growth rather than level of achievement. Irrespective of a child’s starting point, the
level of learning growth they have made compared to others is where the real positives lie. Our Targeted Teaching
Model and the commitment of our staff in ensuring they know where each child is at in their learning, where they
need to move to next, and measuring the impact of their teaching on student learning, has been a notable focus of
ours in recent years.

To support our Year 3 and 5s, teachers of these students in their grades will follow a comprehensive Action Plan. This
Action Plan follows a Gradual Release of Responsibility model, whereby teachers begin with whole class
demonstrations about NAPLAN tests and question types, inclusive of explicit teaching and modelling of high-quality
responses. Over a series of lessons and weeks, students will be supported to have less reliance on the classroom
teacher and instead develop and refine their own skills in responding in a high-quality manner, thus providing our
children every opportunity to be successful during the tests themselves. Furthermore, our students will spend the
coming month developing their proficiency to navigate the online NAPLAN test platform, ensuring their test literacy
is at a level that will enable them to complete their tests free of any unfamiliarity with its functionality. For interested
parents/carers, these practise tests can be readily accessed via the NAPLAN Public Demonstration site.

In short, all we can ask is for our students to demonstrate our RIPPER values over the coming weeks and give the
NAPLAN tests their very best effort!

School Council:

With the closing date for parent member nominations of School Council being 4pm Thursday 23 February 2023
(tomorrow), | would like to inform our school community that currently, we have one less nomination than positions
available. | encourage parents to strongly consider joining our School Council and contributing to the exciting work

of our school, thus supporting your child(ren) in their learning journey.
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These positions are for a two-year term and will expire in March 2025. Nominations can be undertaken by completing
either a ‘Self-Nomination Form’ or ‘Nomination Form’ and returning it to the school. A copy of these forms are
available from the General Office of our school, or alternatively, a digital copy can be made available upon request.

Should we receive more nominations than positions available, ballot papers will be prepared and distributed as per
the timeline previously communicated.

Please contact me should you like any further information.

Parent Support Group:

In the absence of a formal Parents Club, we have amazing support from a group of parent volunteers that support
various activities throughout the year. Leading up to each fundraising event (such as a Mother’s/Father’s Day Stall,
hot lunch, and the like), this group will communicate amongst themselves to identify who might be available to
support, with no compulsion from any member to volunteer. If you were interested in being a part of this team of
parent volunteers in 2023 and helping whenever it might suit your own context, please let me know.

Take care,

Joel Blythman

Principal: Joel Blythman A: 13-19 Keith Morgan Drive,
Traralgon South, VIC, 3844

P: (03) 5195 5244 E: traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au

W: www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au wﬂcebook.com/traralgonsouth primaryschool/


mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/

22" February 2023 ISSUE 4

THE RIPPER TIMES

Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

DATES TO REMEMBER...

Whole School Incursion
3 March Friday
for Years P to 6 — URStrong — No cost
6" March Monday School Photos
School House Sports
10t March Friday
Claims for Conveyance Allowance Close
13t March Monday Labour Day Public Holiday
14t March Tuesday Getting To Know You Interviews — 1:00pm — 6:00pm
27" March Monday District School Sports
6" April Thursday Last Day of Term 1
24 April Monday Student Free Day (First day of Term 2)
25 April Tuesday ANZAC Day Public Holiday
16" May Tuesday Student Free Day
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RIPPER STUDENT AWARDS...

Prep Max C For always listening well and trying his best at all tasks.
1/2 Myla S For modelling excellent listening skills and work habits.
2/3 Bowie R For clever thinking to problem solve in Maths.

a/5 Alisa G For a great start to the school year and showing independence

in all learning tasks.

For his conscientious approach to his learning. Keep striving for
5/6 Will M PP g feep striving
excellence.
Art Amelia T For her bright, happy drawing of her dancing giraffe.
PE Lola P For displaying confidence and persistence during PE class.
For displaying excellent conversation skills and confidence in
Auslan Bentley H
Auslan.
School . . . -
. Rachelle P For being a good learning and showing resilience.

Captains
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FIRST SESSION IS FREE!
CALL OR EMAIL FOR DETAILS!
ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED!

Latrobe Vaolley Hockey Association

e Latrobe Synthetic Sports Facility - Mary Grant Bruce Drive, Churchill VIC
(Federation University)

ate: Thursday 23rd February 2023 ime: 5:30pm - 6:30pm
¢ Saturday 25th February 2023 lime: 10:00am - 11:00am

tor Name: Ash Vuillermin
tor Emall juniors.lvha@gmail.com
itor Fhone: 0448 435 047

2 TO REGISTERGO TO
8 WWW.HOCKEY.ORG.AU/PLAY/HOOKIN2HOCKEY
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Latrobe City Kinship Carer Support Group

Are you caring for a child or children because a family member or friend is unable to?
Would you like to meet others who are in a similar situation and will understand what
you are going through?

Would you like to be with people who will listen to your stories without judgement?
All Kinship Carers are welcome and morning tea will be supplied

WHEN: 2023 MEETING DATES:
The first Monday of each month 6™ of February
at 10am-12pm 6™ of March
3 of April
WHERE: 1% of May
Morwell Neighbourhood House 5% of June
48-50 Beattie Crescent 3™ of July
Morwell 77" of August

4™ of September
2" of October

6™ of November
4" of December

RSVP FOR CATERING:

Anita on 0475 740 927 or
kinshipcaregippsiand@berrystreet.org.au
or use the following link to register
https://forms.office.com/r/GxK2dgVsBu

BE
STREET
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Calm Kids Central Free Webinar Series - for

Y Calm
X cXd  parents/caregivers with children with big

feelings or life challenges
(Clinical Child Psychologist Kirrilie Smout)

Webinar 1: “Calm and Confident Kids”- learn to help children with a tendency
towards worry, stress or anxiety. Monday 6 of March 2023 at 7pm (ACDT), or

7.30pm (AEDT)
Webinar 2: Calm and Co-operative Kids” - learn to support children with big
feelings - to manage frustration and feel more co-operative. Monday 20% of
March 2023 at 7pm (ACDT), or 7.30pm (AEDT)

Webinar 3: “Calm and Connected Kids” - |earn to help children to develop
positive friendships and manage peer difficulties Monday 27t of March 2023 at

7pm (ACDT), or 7.30pm (AEDT)
To register (you can attend 1 or all 3) please go to: https://developingminds. net au/webinars

Presented by clinical child psychologist Kirrilie Smout. Kirrilie has had 25
years experience in working with children and families, is the author of

two books about children and mental health and regularly consults with
national bodies about child mental health concerns. She is the Directar
of Developing Minds Psychology and Education Services and Calm Kid
Central programs. CKC is an online program of courses and games for
children to help them manage emotional health challenges.

Any questions please contact Sandra on: sandra@developingminds.net.au

Calm Kid Cental is supported by Gippsiand Primary Health Network Victorio, Adeloide Primary Health Network,
CAMHS Central Coast NSW, WHIN NSW and HCF health insurer.
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