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PRINCIPAL REPORT …  

Year 6 Graduation : 

Last Thurs day afternoon we celebrated our graduating Year 6 students with a ceremony that was 

lovely  to be a part of , and one we hope our children and families won’t forget any time soon. A 

special mention must go to our team of parent and ex -student helpers for setting up the venue 

beforehand, Mr Rilen  and Mrs Wilhelm  for all of th eir  hard work to make sure the ceremony was 

so successful, and to our team of staff for helping support our students develop into the amazing 

young people they are today. Lastly, and as I mentioned at the event itself, a huge thanks must 

be made to the parent s, carers, and families of our graduating Year 6 students. The strong 

partnerships we have with you is never underestimated and is certainly appreciated.  

 

Several awards were presented at the Year 6 Graduation, and it is with immense pride that I now 

share these with the wider community:  

Wes Pump Memorial Citizenship Award:   Liam Pass  

Academic Achievement Award:    Thomas Wilhelm  

Arts Award:       Alice Cameron  

 

End -of -Year Concert:  

Once again, we struck it lucky  with the weather  last night  and enjoyed a fantastic evening to 

celebrate our end -of-year concert. Watching our students, despite some nerves, get on stage 

and perform to their loved ones provided many tangible examples of our RIPPER values , and for 

this they should be very proud. Similarly to above, there were several awards presented 

throughout the night, with these as follows:  

St Vincent de Paul Frederick Ozanam Award:  Jordan Bantick & Harrison Phillips  

John Ruyg Student Citizenship Award:   Jake Kamphuis  

2026 School Captains:     Mattias Preston & Henry Riseley  

 

A big c ongratulations to these st udents  for recognition of your achievements!  
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Semester 2 Reports:  

Following an extensive period of assessment data analysis, moderation in professional learning 

teams, report writing and proof -reading, Semester 2 reports will be sent home with your children 

today. A digital version will also be made available via the Compass  platform today too. These 

reports capture the amazing achievements of our students throughout the previous six months 

and we trust that you will enjoy reading all about these later today.  

 

End of Year:  

For those that missed the news in a previous edition of The RIPPER Times, this week marks the final 

week for Mrs Travers at Traralgon South Primary School , as she will be enjoying a short period of 

long service leave in the new year before transitioning into retirement . Of course, she will not be 

a stranger to us and we will see her for various days of casual employment, as well  as supporting 

the ongoing delivery  of  our Auslan program. Additionally, Mr Rilen will be enjoying long service 

leave during Term 1  2026 following  the expected arrival of his  firstborn  in late January , with Mrs 

Wilhelm extending her employment with us to cover his teaching load during that time.  

 

I hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas break and enjoys the opportunity to slow down, enjoy 

time with your loved ones, and appreciate some glorious summer weather . For those unaware, 

school resumes on Wednesday 2 8 January 202 6 (all year levels), with our General Office opening 

on Tuesday 2 7 January 202 6.  

 

 

Take care,  

Joel Blythman  
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