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PRINCIPAL REPORT...

Staff Professional Learning:

Alongside other schools, last Friday our staff aftended a professional learning day with
educational expert Bronwyn Ryrie-Jones, who facilitated a program that strengthened our
knowledge around responsive teaching, differentiation, and formative assessment. More
specifically, this included the Information Processing Model and Cognitive Load Theory, and how
it is important for our instructional approach to deeply consider these as we support children to
shiff knowledge from and between both their working memory and long-term memory. This
connects to much of our school improvement efforts related to our instructional practices and
underpins the Explicit Direct Instruction methodology used within our classrooms.

At a state level, readers may also be aware that the Department of Education have very recently
mandated an approach to teaching reading from Prep-Year 2 to include a minimum of 25
minutes of daily feaching of phonics and phonemic awareness using a systematic synthetic
phonics approach, and in addition, have a stronger focus on explicit teaching within all
classrooms. Schools across the state have been provided several years to transition, though in
our context, we shiffed our instructional practices in reading to incorporate a systematic synthetic
phonics approach (Sounds-Write) in 2020, and we began to include a heavier emphasis on
explicit teaching connected to the science of learning in 2023. This gives us some natural
advantages given we have been implementing these now mandated evidence-based practices
for quite some time, and further validates the improvement journey we are on. Given our school
performance measures again saw us achieve above state, network and similar school
benchmarks in almost every measure in 2024, | am confident the strategies we are employing at
Traralgon South Primary School are working and they are giving us the confidence to keep going
(though there is always more to dol).

Advance Notice - 2025 Student Free Days:

At our meeting last week, School Council have endorsed the following student-free dates for the
remainder of 2025. You may elect to enter these intfo your own diaries now, and as per our normal
practice, these dates will also appear in the "Dates To Remember” section of our weekly
newsletter as we get closer to each. Additionally, they are also included in the Compass calendar
for ease of reference.
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e Monday 28 April 2025 (Week 2 of Term 2) - Explicit Direct Instruction collaborative learning
e Friday 19 September 2025 (last day of Term 3) - Student Led Conferences
e Monday 3 November 2025 (Week 5 of Term 4) - Report Writing

Reminders:

e As per the Compass post last week, we are calling for nominations for four parent
members of our School Council. These positions are for a two-year term and will expire in
March 2027.

The closing date for nominations is 4pm Thursday 20 February 2025, and these nominations
can be undertaken by completing either the ‘Parent Sel-Nomination Form’ or ‘Parent
Nomination Form” attached to the Compass post and returning it to the school. Hard copies
can also be collected from our General Office. Should we receive more nominations than
positions available, ballot papers will be prepared and distributed as per the timeline
aftached.

e Endorsed by School Council in Term 4 2024, our 2025 Curriculum Contributions policy politely
requests parents pay the $185 (plus any optional other contributions) by the end of February
2025.

Payments can be made via cash, or by direct debit 1o our school account below. Please
also include a description of the related item you are making a payment for in the
reference field. For example, ‘Surname: 2025 Contributions’

Account Name: Traralgon South Primary School

BSB: 083 001

Account Number: 387779521

Payments can be made in full, or for those that prefer, via either of the suggested
instalment options detailed below:

Quarterly (per term): $46.25

Monthly (January-October): $18.50

Take care,

Joel Blythman
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DATES TO REMEMBER...

28™ February Friday Requested Curriculum Conftributions Due
4™ March Tuesday Whole School House Athletics Carnival
5" March Wednesday Conveyance Allowance Claims Close
6™ March Thursday Project ROCKIT Incursion - Years 3 o 6
10" March Monday Labour Day Public Holiday
25" March Tuesday School Photos
28™ March Friday District Athletics Sports - Years 3 to 6 only

Conveyance Allowance

You may be eligible to receive conveyance allowance for transporting your child to and from
school. To be eligible to receive conveyance allowance, a student must:
* Be school age

* Reside more than 4.8km by the shortest route from the nearest school attended or bus stop,

* Be enrolled af the nearest government primary or secondary school, or at the nearest
appropriate registered non-government school.

If you believe you are eligible to receive conveyance allowance, please contact the school to
complete an application. If you have claimed this in the past you do not need to fill in another
claim form unless your circumstances have changed. Applications close Wednesday 5™

March.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun

activities, It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government's
commitment to breaking the link between a student's background and their outcomes.
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For all kids 5 to 10 years,
no matter their playing experience.

Come catch the fun!
Joinour

Breed St Netball ?ourts (agnes
m Brereton Reserve
A Tuesdays 4-5pm
4 Set(7-8 years) @I veginning March 4th, 2026

¥ ©o (9-10 years) i Jlre 7m=xse-nlab58&pomodé=3w

Pick the phase
that is right for you:

¥ Net (5-6 years)
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