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PRINCIPAL REPORT …  

Prep -Year 6 Swimming Program:   

With today marking the final day of our Prep -Year 6 swimming program, we would again like to 

extend our sincere gratitude to our parent community for your support  throughout. The RIPPER 

values displayed by our students  ha ve  been noteworthy and we are especially proud of their 

growth , both  in and out of the pool. Awarding our fun “Changeroom Championship  Perpetual 

Trophy” is all that remains, with this going down to the wire. Stay tuned ! 

 

2026 Grade Structures and Staffing :  

O ur confirmed enrolments for 2026  are as high as they have ever been, resulting in us growing from 

five to six grades. Our continued excellence in all areas in school performance comparative to 

other schools in the Latrobe Valley region, and also to those across  the state , has undoubtedly 

supported a school environment that allows many of our children to flourish , and we look forward 

to building on this further in 2026.   

 

After a lengthy and considered process, on behalf of our team of staff I am excited to share  our 

2026 grade structures and staffing with our school community. They are as follows:  

Prep:       Maddie Edebohls  

Grade 1/2:      Kylie Ingle  

Grade 2/3:      Paula Landy  

Grade 3/4:      Johanna Harding  

Grade 4/5:      Ben Rilen (4 days/week) and Stacey Dinelli (1 day/week)  

Grade 6:      Christina Lazaris  

PE:       Ashleigh Phillips  

Art/Music:      Yvonne Game  

Mental Health in Primary Schools:  Ashleigh Phillips  

Disability Inclusion:     Stacey Dinelli  

Learning Specialist:     Ben Rilen  
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Integration Aides:     Leonie Curley, Maddie Kennedy, & Kerry Stewart  

Business Manager:     Karyn Birkett  

Principal:      Joel Blythman  

 

Eagle -eyed readers will notice some slight changes to our workforce profile , with one of these 

connected to  the upcoming retirement of Kris sy  Travers.  Krissy has been at Traralgon South Primary 

School for m any years, and during that time has been deeply passionate about providing children 

every opportunity to participate in physical activity and sport, allowing them to develop lifelong 

habits that support them to live happy and healthy lives. Should any student just happen to excel 

at sport, then that was just a positive by -product of her efforts at supporting every child within our 

school.  Krissy will leave us with a large amount of knowledge, expertise, and a strong  

understanding of the history of our local community, and on behalf of Traralgon South Primary 

School, I would like to publicly acknowledge Krissy for everything she has done throughout her 

career to date.   

 

Additional to this, we w elcome Christina  Lazaris to our beautiful school as a classroom teacher for 

2026 . Christina is currently a classroom teacher , middle le ader, and  member of the School 

Improvement Team at Newborough (Murray Road) Primary School, having been employed there 

since 2021.  Those that have been connected to our school for some time may remember Christina 

completing an extended university placement with us in 2020, and her younger brother also 

graduated from our school prior to this.  We look f orward to supporting Christina continue her 

teaching career with us, but just as importantly, learn from her as much as we hope she  learns 

from us.  

  

To ensure we provide a strong transition experience for students, a thorough handover , and 

teachers are very well prepared to begin the new school year, Term 1 2026 planning days  will be 

provided to teaching teams over the coming fortnight. This enables teachers to work together , 

uninterrupted for a full day, to review learning outcomes for all students in their new grades , build 

a teaching and learning program alongside one another, and plan for differentiation for those 

children that may need additional support, or alternatively, extension in their learning.    
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Lastly, s tudents will be informed of their 2026 grade placement tomorrow (Thursday 4 December) , 

prior to the State Wide Orientation Day on Tuesday 9 December. On this day, up until lunchtime, 

all children will be provided a program in their 2026 grade and in front of their new teacher (s), also 

supporting a strong transition experience. It is entirely normal for some children to experience 

trepidation and nervousness  about this change in routine, but we encourage families to see this 

as a wonderful opportunity to fur ther build many of our RIPPER values, namely resilience, 

independence, and persistence .  

 

As highlighted in many previous editions of The RIPPER Times , the final allocation of students to 

their 2026 grades is a deeply considered process undertaken by all teachers over a series of staff 

meetings.  The placement of children into grades is a school based decision, and one that follows 

a Department of Education policy that is also endorsed by our own School Council. Once our 

2026 grades have been announced  tomorrow , there will be no further discussions and I thank 

you in advance for your understandin g with this.  

 

Take care,  

Joel Blythman  
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DATES TO REMEMBER…  

 

5 th December  Friday  
Whole School EOY Excursion Forms & Payment Due            

- $20 per student  

9 th December  Tuesday  Statewide Orientation Day  

11 th December  Thursday  

Fina l Day - School Uniform Purchase & Payment  

Grades Prep/1 & 1/2 End of Year Excursion  

Year 6 Graduation  

12 th December  Friday  Grades 3, 4/5 & 5/6 End of Year Excursion  

15 th December  Monday  Year 6 Celebration Excursion Day  

16 th December  Tuesday  End Of Year Concert  – 7:00pm  

19 th December  Friday  End of Term 4  – Dismissal at 1:00pm  
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