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PRINCIPAL REPORT …  

Farewell Ms Brereton :  

This week marks the final week that Ms Brereton  will be at our school , with her contract to cover Mrs 

Game whilst she was on leave expiring on Thursday  27 November.  It has been such a pleasure 

having Ms Brereton lead our Art program for this semester and  positively  contribute to our school 

community , building so many lovely connections with our staff and student s in such a short period 

of time. I know she will be missed by many , but in a slightly humorous twist, we will welcome her 

back the very next day ( Friday 28 November )  as a casual relief teacher  so hopefully there are  more 

opportunities like these in the future . 

 

Coinciding with the above, Mrs Game will return from her extended period of leave next week 

(Tuesday 2 December), and it will be great to see her back again ! 

 

How To Support Your C hild Under 16 With The New Social Media A ge Restrictions :   

From 10 December 2025, the Online Safety Amendment (Social Media Minimum Age) Act 2024  will 

require social media platforms to:  

• Prevent children and young people under 16 from having a social media account  

• Deactivate or freeze existing accounts held by people under 16.  

Delaying access to social media protects the health and wellbeing of young people and gives 

them extra time to build real world connections and digital literacy skills.  

The responsibility will be on the social media platforms, not parents, carers, children or schools, to 

implement these new restrictions.  

Most popular social media platforms will be age restricted. These include Facebook, Instagram, 

Snapchat, TikTok, X (formerly Twitter), Reddit and YouTube.  

Messaging services and online games, as well as apps and platforms that support health and 

education, can still be used.  

How to help under 16s prepare for the change :  

Parents and carers play an important role in supporting their children to be safe online.  
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To help get under 16s ready for the social media minimum age requirements, you can  go to the 

eSafety website  to learn more about the social media age restrictions and find tips on how to talk 

about social media age restrictions with young people . 

What the change means for our school :  

At our school, all age -restricted social media platforms are blocked for student use  on the school 

network. Our school allows only staff access  to YouTube , however only age -appropriate content 

is used to support the teaching and learning program . 

To keep up to date about the new social media age restrictions, visit the eSafety website  and 

subscribe  to their newsletter.  

 

Prep -Year 6 Swimming Program :  

As a brief extension and reminder of my request in previous  edition s of The RIPPER Times, if any 

family is aware of an upcoming absence(s) during the 20 November -3 December swimming 

program, it would be sincerely appreciated if you please communicated this to me at your earliest 

convenience, as student attendance on each day of the program has a n effect on much of our  

organisation . Naturally, any unplanned absences throughout the program cannot be avoided, 

and in such instances, we will quickly adjust our p lanning without issue.  

 

Given the interruptions to our normal school program, please be aware that  there will be no 

assembly on Friday 21 and 28 November , and shop lunch orders will also be cancelled during 

this program . 

 

Take care,  

Joel Blythman  
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DATES TO REMEMBER…  

20 th November – 3 rd  December  
Whole School Swimming Program   

(No shop lunch orders during these dates)  

5 th December  Friday  
Whole School EOY Excursion Forms & Payment Due            

- $20 per student  

9 th December  Tuesday  Statewide Orientation Day  

11 th December  Thursday  
Grades Prep/1 & 1/2 End of Year Excursion  

Year 6 Graduation  

12 th December  Friday  Grades 3, 4/5 & 5/6 End of Year Excursion  

15 th December  Monday  Year 6 Celebration Excursion Day  

16 th December  Tuesday  End Of Year Concert  – 7:00pm  

19 th December  Friday  End of Term 4  – Dismissal at 1:00pm  
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