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PRINCIPAL REPORT...

Prep-Year 6 Swimming Program:

As a brief extension and reminder of my request in last weeks edition of The RIPPER Times, if any
family is aware of an upcoming absence(s) during the 20 November-3 December swimming
program, it would be sincerely appreciated if you please communicated this to me at your earliest
convenience, as student attendance on each day of the program has an effect on much of our
organisation. Naturally, any unplanned absences throughout the program cannot be avoided,
and in such instances, we will quickly adjust our planning without issue.

Given the inferruptions to our normal school program, please be aware that there will be no
assembly on Friday 21 and 28 November.

There will be no shop lunch orders while the swimming program is running. Lunch orders will
recommence as from Friday 5™ December.

2026 Planning

Following our call out for parent requests as per our Class Placement Policy, we have now begun
planning our 2026 grade structures. Insights to this process were presented at our School Council
meeting earlier this week, and consequently, | was encouraged fo briefly share the significant
complexities associated with this planning with the wider school community. As a summary, this
process includes:

e Total enrolment numbers within each year level, and the domino effect this causes within
our overall grade structure (composite and/or straight grades)

¢ Obtaining a degree of gender balance, as best as we can, nofing our current constraints
linked to the large number of male students in our upper year levels, and the large number
of female students in our low-middle year levels

e Class sizes

e Learning friend requests from students themselves

e Parent requests, as per the abovementioned Class Placement Policy

e Sibling splits, where considered necessary and/or relevant
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¢ Sound financial management of public school funding, and balancing the revenue and
expenditure linked to staffing within our school

e Structuring grades to avoid students having the same teacher for more than two years in a
row, wherever possible, noting that it is important for teachers to be professionally
challenged by rotating and teaching different year levels

e Teacher professional judgement, based on many hours of in-class observations and
experiences of student learning with, and alongside, their peers

As a team of staff, we put many hours of work into this process and we are confident in the final
product being the best version it possibly can. Looking ahead to 2026, our intention is to have our
grade structures finalised and announced prior to the State Wide Orientation Day on Tuesday 9
December, allowing our students an opportunity to spend time with their 2026 grade, and in front
of their 2026 teacher, prior to the beginning of the new year. Once our 2026 grades have been
finalised and announced, there will be no further discussions and | thank you in advance for your
understanding with this.

Take care,

Joel Blythman
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DATES TO REMEMBER...
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20" November - 3@ December

Whole School Swimming Program

(No shop lunch orders during these dates)

20™ November Thursday Scholastic Book Club Online LOOP Orders Close
9" December Tuesday Statewide Orientation Day

Grades Prep/1 & 1/2 End of Year Excursion
11" December Thursday

Year 6 Graduation

12" December Friday Grades 3, 4/5 & 5/6 End of Year Excursion
16™ December Tuesday End Of Year Concert
19" December Friday End of Term 4
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ICAS COMPETITION RESULTS

This year, a number of Year 2-6 students participated in the ICAS (International Competitions
and Assessments for Schools) assessments across English, Digital Technologies, Mathematics,
Science, Spelling and Writing. ICAS is an internationally recognised competition of a very high
standard. Participants are compared with students from across Australia and overseas, and in
many schools only the highest-achieving students take part. This makes every award particularly
commendable.

Certificates were presented at our Friday assembly. ICAS awards are determined as follows:
« High Distinction: fop 1% of participants

« Distinction: next 10%

o Credit: next 25%

e Merit: next 10%

« Participation: remaining participants

Congratulations to all students who took part. Award recipients are listed below:

MATHEMATICS

Credit: Merit:
George W Myla 5

WRITING
Credit:
Harper B

ENGLISH
Credit: Merit:
Isabel 5 Myla 5
Archer Mcl Harper B
Thomas W
George W

SCIENCE
Credit:
Thomas W
Harper B
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For being an incredible role model in our classroom,
Prep/1 Landon P demonstrating posifive learning behaviours and seeking
feedback to improve his work.
. N . o
1/2 Finnegan J For his resilience fo grow as oh independent writer! Well done,
Finn!
3 Sophie C For participating and having a good try at all learning tasks.
4/5 Mahley C For showing independence and initiative, going out of your
way to help others.
5/6 Jordan B For being an outstanding role model in our.clcssroom. Yo.u
boost the morale of the group and put 100% into your learning.
School , . .
. Harrison P For being a great role model and an amazing leader.
Captains
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THE RIF

Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

CALLING ALL FUTURE
FOOTY STARS!

DO YOU TURN 7 BEFORE 30 APRIL 2026

WANT TO KICK, LAUGH, AND HAVE FUN
LEARN NEW FOOTY SKILLS

MAKE FRIENDS AND BE PART OF A TEAM

. . . . weBT B,
To secure a spot for your child, please contact Belinda via email

president.wejfc@outlook.com or call/text 0417 345 195. S

(FooTBALLCLUB)
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