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PRINCIPAL REPORT...

Semester Reports:

As a team of staff, we often reflect on our pride towards the thoroughness of student achievement
and progress provided within our semester reports, primarily detailed through the lengthy
comments written for each subject area. However, this comes at a significant workload cost, with
a huge number of hours spent by teachers outside of their paid workday, including weekends, to
do so for each child.

As our teachers begin to move into a heavier phase of report writing, and given my increasing
awareness of the above, I felt it important for us o spend fime during recent staff meetings to reflect
on the Department of Education minimum standards for reporting, and audit those against our
current practices. As predicted, our semester reports go a long, long way over and above what is
expected, and interestingly, it was worthwhile us comparing how the level of detail we provide
within our report comments had steadily grown year-to-year, particularly in generalist classes.

The reason for sharing the above is entirely for the purpose of transparency, as | have recently
instructed our classroom teachers to reduce the amount of detail they provide within their report
comments for Semester 2. This will be by approximately 2 sentences for each subject area, which
may not sound like much, but the cumulative effect for each area of the curriculum, and in turn,
for every child within their grade, will help us strike a much better balance. Please be assured
though that our ongoing desire to provide families an in-depth report of student achievement and
progress will remain, and we will nhot be reverting to impersonal, basic, or generic content
descriptors instead.

School Council - Policies:

One of the key tasks of School Council relates fo governance and ensuring the policies and
procedures we implement are contextualised to our school whilst adhering to Department of
Education requirements. Policies on our website are updated following their ratification at each
meeting, depending on their renewal cycle, ensuring those publicly available remain current.
Throughout the year to date, our School Council have reviewed and ratified almost twenty
policies. As an example, in recent times our “Yard Duty & Supervision” ‘and 2026 Parent Payment
Policy” have been renewed, and | encourage readers to familiarise yourselves with these.
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2026 Planning:

Typically, schools begin formalising their planning for the coming year at the end of Term
3/beginning of Term 4. One aspect of this planning involves grade structures and student
placement. | encourage families to familiarise yourselves with our Class Placement Policy, and
more specifically, | ask families to submit any requests for class placements as per this policy to
me by 1 November 2025. No late submissions will be accepted.

Please note that as per almost every year in the 146-year history of our school, in 2026 there will
be instances of year levels being split over two different grades. Parent requests as per our policy
form just one part of a complex grade allocation process, and the final allocation of students to
their 2026 grades is a deeply considered process undertaken by all feachers over a series of staff
meetings.

Lastly, the placement of children info grades is a school based decision, and one that follows a
Department of Education policy that is also endorsed by our own School Council. Once our 2026
grades have been finalised and announced, there will be no further discussions and | thank you
in advance for your understanding with this.

Take care,

Joel Blythman
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DATES TO REMEMBER...

3@ November Monday Student Free Day

4™ November Tuesday Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
7' November Friday Swimming Forms & Payment Due
20™ November - 3" December Whole School Swimming Program
9" December Tuesday Statewide Orientation Day

Grades Prep/1 & 1/2 End of Year Excursion

11" December Thursday
Year 6 Graduation
12" December Friday Grades 3, 4/5 & 5/6 End of Year Excursion
16™ December Tuesday End Of Year Concert
19" December Friday End of Term 4

Traralgon RSL Poppy Appeal

We are once again supporting Traralgon RSL with their Remembrance Day Poppy Appeal. ltems
will be available for sale up until Friday 10th November. These can be purchased from the
office or from the School Captains who are going to each classroom at the start of lunchtime.
lfems range from $2.00 to $10.00.

poppyappeal.com.au

Poppy,Appeal

= .50 §
4y .5 -

e TN
= - e uoP
o=

"1 S

Principal: Joel Blythman A: 13-19 Keith Morgan Drive,
Traralgon South, VIC, 3844

P: (03) 5195 5244 E: fraralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au

W: www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au n www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/



mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/

L
U £/

29th October 2025 ISSUE 33

72 )

Prep/1 Molly S For a huge effort in imprcl)vi.ng her hondwri’ring. and producing a
very descriptive story about a witch!
1/2 Charlotte P Your approach to learning is; outstanding. You’re a RIPPER flri.elnd,
learner and student. You brighten every day with your positivity!

3 Jacob B For showing persistence to complete writing tasks independently.

475 lsabel S For being such a kind, patient, responsible and hard-working

student every day! Thank you.
5/6 Thomas W For consm’ren’rlly going above and beyond |In his learning. |
appreciate your effort to reflect and improve.
Art Lillie G For consistently displaying the RIPPER values in the Art room.
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Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

Rose Festival Artwork!

Students from P-5 have been working hard on flowers, bugs, leaves and creatures for our Rose Garden festival
coming up at Morwell on the 7-8"" November. Families are encouraged to come along and enjoy the festival and
view the artwork that we excited to see exhibited. Thank you to the Grade 4/5 students that helped at
lunchtimes to make the artwork a great success. More info about the festival below.

Miss Brereton

Everything’s Coming Up Roses for the International Rose Garden Festival

The International Rose Garden Festival Morwell is back for 2025 and continues to grow in strength and popularity.
Held in mid-November to showcase the roses and garden in season and in full bloom, the festival program has
evolved to deliver family-friendly activities and entertainment. Showcasing the international award-winning Rose
Garden in the heart of Morwell and celebrating the work of the Friends of the Rose Garden Volunteers, the 2025
Festival promises to be a blooming spectacle of colour and light for all ages.

This year’s festival will be held Friday 7 and Saturday 8 November and will feature Costa Georgiadis and his friends
Dirtgirl and Scrapboy from Dirtgirl World, acrobatic performances, workshops, live music, market stalls, food
trucks, roving performers, children’s activities, and a cut rose competition open to all visitors. The festival
commences with the AGL Loy Yang Night Lights Show at 6.30pm on Friday night, followed by an 11am start on
Saturday where locals and visitors alike can explore the rose gardens and stalls, or participate in free activities.

Treat your tastebuds to a traditional Devonshire Tea at the CWA marquee, enjoy a picnic amongst the roses with
food from the festival food trucks and chill out to the tunes from local musicians.

Entry to the festival is free.

The event has been made possible thanks to the support from AGL Loy Yang and the Victorian State Government.
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