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PRINCIPAL REPORT...
Changes to Digital Device Use:

From 2027, the Victorian Government is introducing changes to the use of digital devices for
students from Prep to Grade 6. Under the new guidelines, schools:

e Will no longer invite families to purchase or bring their own digital devices to use at school
for Prep to Grade 6.

e Wil follow new recommended digital device times, including minimal device time for Prep
to Grade 2; and a maximum of 90 minutes per day for grades 3 to 6.

These changes are infended to support families by reducing cost-of-living pressures. They will also
support students by reducing screen-time which can reduce the risk of eye strain, sedentary
behaviour, and reduced peer interaction. These reforms complement Victoria’s nation-leading
mobile phone restrictions, ensuring an infegrated approach to addressing digital distraction and
the inappropriate use of technology.

What this means for our school:

As you know, we already provide school-owned digital devices for student learning, so there is no
impact on our school’s programs. Additionally, our younger students currently have minimal
engagement with devices, and it would be rare for our older students to be using a device for more
than 90 minutes per day, however we commit to being increasingly vigilant around these updated
expectations from the Department of Education.

Please note, students with disability who use a digital device as a reasonable adjustment are
exempt from these changes.

You can read more about the changes on the department’s website: Digital Learning Policy.

Well Done:

As reported in the previous edition of The RIPPER Times, last week we had four students who
competed in Regional Athletics after qualifying through their performance at the Division level of
competition late in Term 2. | am extremely pleased to report their achievements were as follows:
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e MoaosonH Boys 12/13 year old High Jump 13" place 1.15m
e LiamP Boys 12/13 year old 200m 6" place 29.50 seconds
e ThomasW Boys 12/13 year old Triple Jump 12" place 8.07m
e JimmyT Boys 11 year old Shot Put 2kg 6" place 8.47m
Boys 11 year old Discus 750g 1% place 23.35m

We are so impressed with each of these students and it was lovely to hear them proudly recount
their performances at our whole school assembly last week. An extra special mention must be
made for Jimmy T, as his first place in his Discus event now qualifies him for the State level of
competition on Thursday 6 November, which is an incredible achievement!

2026 Planning:

Typically, schools begin formalising their planning for the coming year at the end of Term
3/beginning of Term 4. One aspect of this planning involves grade structures and student
placement. | encourage families to familiarise yourselves with our Class Placement Policy, and
more specifically, | ask families to submit any requests for class placements as per this policy to
me by 1 November 2025. No late submissions will be accepted.

Please note that as per almost every year in the 146-year history of our school, in 2026 there will
be instances of year levels being split over two different grades. Parent requests as per our policy
form just one part of a complex grade allocation process, and the final allocation of students to
their 2026 grades is a deeply considered process undertaken by all feachers over a series of staff
meetings.

Lastly, the placement of children info grades is a school based decision, and one that follows a
Department of Education policy that is also endorsed by our own School Council. Once our 2026
grades have been finalised and announced, there will be no further discussions and | thank you
in advance for your understanding with this.

Take care,

Joel Blythman
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39 November

Monday

Student Free Day

4" November

Tuesday

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

20" November -

3 December

Whole School Swimming Program

9" December Tuesday Statewide Orientation Day
Grades Prep/1 & 1/2 End of Year Excursion
11" December Thursday
Year 6 Graduation
12" December Friday Grades 3, 4/5 & 5/6 End of Year Excursion
16™ December Tuesday End Of Year Concert
19" December Friday End of Term 4
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For showing resilience during a difficult fime and for demonstrating

Prep/1 Evelyn T
b/ vely confidence in using capital letters for proper nouns.

For being an all-round outstanding student. You approach every
1/2 Henry K challenge with your RIPPER enthusiasm and kindness. You're a frue
role model in both character and achievement!

For demonstirafing excellent listening skills fo complete learning

3 Jade J
ace tasks independently.
- For showing empathy towards others through support and
4/5 Williom V . . .
encouraging your classmates and being a great friend to ofthers.
5/6 Harrison P For stepping up his effort in his Ielcmllng, espemolly during literacy
fasks. You are smashing it mate, keep it up!
Violet M For showing persistence to learn ulfimate frisbee skills. Well done.
PE
Edie F For always showing empathy and resilience in PE. Great work.
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WHATS BEED
HaPPENING..2

The beginning of Term 3 saw
the start of the senior
Dodgeball Tournament. The
students were splitinfo 4
teams: The Blue Boa

Consfrictors, The Green Tree
Pythons, The Red Rattlesnakes
and The Vellow Tiger Snakes.

The tournament ran for the enfirety of
Term 3. Each team played each other
twice over the term. There were some

% int and close match the
end of the ferm Red Rattlesnakes
finished on top of the ladder with 13
points. Vellow Tiger snakes in second
place with 10 points. Blue Boa
Constrictors came third with 9 points
and Green Tree Pythons in fourthon 4
points.

To gain points, feams could win
outright where all their opposition
was in ‘jail’. That gained their
team 2 points. To carn one point,
at the end of time the tecam with
most players stillin and less in
‘jail’ gained a point. The games ran
for 12 minutes.

The fournament ran into
Term 4. As Red and Yellow had
the top 2 spots, they played
off in an climination final. The
winner of this match got fo
verse the teachers. Yellow
won the climination and
played against the teachers.

Of course, Teachers won! &
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Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

Get $200 to help your
child play sport!

ACTIVE vomA
getactive.vic.gov.au VOUCHERS

Eligible children may receive up to $200 to cover the costs for membership and registration fees.
Applications are now open.
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Free & fun!
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Australian and farm animals
Fairy Renee * Roving entertainment
Magician * Face painting
Jumping castle and much more!

Prousty v v N 1A
Presad A Supported b ” GIPPSLAND
-t
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INBORPORA TING:
MAKERS & BAKERS MARKET

S/ATURDZAY 8 NOVEMBER 10/.M LO 3PM

& GALLERY GRAZE AFTERNOONS

SATURDZAY 8 NOVEMBER 250PM LO 3:15PM
&SUNDZAY ONOVEMBER 12PM Lo 301\

Enquiries: 0100 620 763 IYERS/ZRTTESTIVZL.COMZ LU
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