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PRINCIPAL REPORT …  

Changes to Digital Device Use :  

From 2027, the Victorian Government is introducing changes to the use of digital devices for 

students from Prep to Grade 6. Under the new guidelines, schools:  

• Will no longer invite families to purchase or bring their own digital devices to use at school 

for Prep to Grade 6 . 

• Will follow new recommended digital device times, including minimal device time for Prep 

to Grade 2; and a maximum of 90 minutes per day for grades 3 to 6.  

 These changes are intended to support families by reducing cost -of-living pressures. They will also 

support students by reducing screen -time which can reduce the risk of eye strain, sedentary 

behaviour, and reduced peer interaction. These reforms compleme nt Victoria’s nation -leading 

mobile phone restrictions, ensuring an integrated approach to addressing digital distraction and 

the inappropriate use of technology.  

 

What this means for our school : 

As you know, we already provide school -owned digital devices for student learning, so there is no 

impact on our school’s programs . Additionally, our younger students currently  have minimal 

engagement with devices , and it would be rare for  our older  students to be using a device for more 

than 90 minutes  per day, however we commit to being increasingly vigilant around these updated 

expectations from the Department of Education.  

  

Please note, s tudents with disability who use a digital device as a reasonable adjustment are 

exempt from these  changes.  

 

You can read more about the changes on the department’s website:  Digital Learning Policy . 

 

Well Done:  

As reported in the previous edition of The RIPPER Times, last week  we ha d  four students who  

compet ed  in Regional Athletics after qualifying through their performance at the Division level of 

competition late in Term 2. I am extremely pleased to report their achievements were as follows:  
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• Mason H  Boys 12/13 year old High Jump   13 th place   1.15m   

• Liam P   Boys 12/13 year old 200m    6 th place   29.50 seconds  

• Thomas W  Boys 12/13 year old Triple Jump   12 th place   8.07m   

• Jimmy T  Boys 11 year old Shot Put  2kg   6 th place   8.47m     

Boys 11 year old  Discus  750g   1 st place   23.35m   

 

We are  so impressed with  each of these students and it was lovely to hear them proudly recount 

their performances at our whole school assembly last week. An extra special mention must be 

made for Jimmy T, as his first place in his Discus event now qualifies him for the State level of 

competition on Thursday 6 November, which is an incredible achievement!  

 

202 6 Planning:  

Typically, schools begin formalising their planning for the coming year at the end of Term 

3/beginning of Term 4. One aspect of this planning involves grade structures and student 

placement. I encourage families to familiarise yourselves with our Class Placement Policy , and 

more specifically,  I ask families to submit any requests for class placements as per this policy to 

me by 1 November 202 5. No late submissions will be accepted.  

 

Please note that as per almost every year in the 146 -year history of our  school, in 2026 there will 

be instances of year levels being split over two different grades. Parent requests as per our policy 

form just one part of a complex grade allocation process, and the final allocation of students to 

their 2026 grades is a deeply considered process undertaken by all teachers over a series of staff 

meetings.  

 

Lastly, t he placement of children into grades is a school based decision,  and one that follows a 

Department of Education policy  that is also endorsed  by our own School Council . O nce our 2026 

grades have been  finalised and  announced, there will be no further discussions  and I thank you 

in advance for your understanding with  this.  

 

Take care,  

Joel Blythman  
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DATES TO REMEMBER…  

3 rd  November  Monday  Student Free Day  

4 th November  Tuesday  Melbourne Cup Public Holiday  

20 th November – 3 rd  December  Whole School Swimming Program  

9 th December  Tuesday  Statewide Orientation Day  

11 th December  Thursday  
Grades Prep/1 & 1/2 End of Year Excursion  

Year 6 Graduation  

12 th December  Friday  Grades 3, 4/5 & 5/6 End of Year Excursion  

16 th December  Tuesday  End Of Year Concert  

19 th December  Friday  End of Term 4  
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RIPPER STUDENT AWARDS…  

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep /1  Evelyn T  
For showing resilience during a difficult time and for demonstrating 

confidence  in using capital letter s for proper nouns.  

1/2  Henry K  

For being an all -rou nd outstanding student. You approach every 

challenge with your RIPPER enthusiasm and kind n ess. You ’re a true 

role model in both character and ach ieve m ent!  

3 Jade J  
For demonstrat ing excellent listening skills to complete learning 

ta sks independently.  

4/5  William V  
For showing empathy towards others through support and 

encouraging your classmates and being a great friend to others.  

5/6  Harrison P  
For stepping up his effort in his learning, especially during literacy 

tasks. You are smashing it mate, keep it up!  

PE  
Violet M  For showing persistence to learn ultimate fris bee skills. Well done.  

Edie F  For always showing empathy and resilience in PE. Great work.  
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Eligible children may receive up to $200 to cover the costs for membership and registration fees. 

Applications are now open.  
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