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PRINCIPAL REPORT …  

Welcome Back : 

I trust everyone in our school community had a lovely school holiday break, and hopefully many 

had an opportunity to take time off from your own work commitments to rest and relax with your 

loved ones. We have a super busy term coming up with lots of activities and events, so please 

keep an eye on the Compass calendar and the “Dates To Remember” section of our weekly 

newsletter for these.  

 

Over the school  holidays, a large amount of school improvement works were completed , mostly 

in relation to our bushfire preparedness tasks for the upcoming summer season. We have had all 

of our large trees  undergo necessary pruning and weight reduction works , and roof, gutter and 

downpipe cleaning completed too. With spring seeing our grassed areas begin to move out of 

their winter dormancy, our lawnmowing, whipper snipping, weed killing and general grounds 

maintenance has kicked into gear, helping to ensure our s chool  remain clean and tidy during 

the bushfire season as well.  

 

Reminder  – Term 4 Sun Protection Policy : 

For those that may have missed the advance notice in my Principal Report at the end of Term 3, 

p lease be reminded of our Sun Protection Policy  and the requirement for students to wear an 

appropriate hat whilst outdoors during Term 1 and Term 4.  

 

If you haven’t already done so, please  doublecheck if your child still has an appropriate hat, it 

has their name on it, and whether it fits . If not, you can purchase one through the uniform shop 

at our school for $8.50.  

 

Fundraising Outcomes:  

With a massive thank you to our  entire community, over the previous month we have been able 

to turn our fundraising into 65 brand new student desks in every classroom, and 2 snazzy drinking 

fountains at each end of the school.  

 

mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/
https://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/uploads/1/0/8/4/10847507/sun_protection_policy_sep_2023.pdf


 

Principal:  Joel Blythman                            A : 13 -19 Keith Morgan Drive , 
                      Traralgon South,  VIC, 3844  
  

P:  (03) 5195 5244                                         E:  traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
 

W: www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au                www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/  

8 th October  202 5  ISSUE  30  
 

THE RIPPER TIMES 
 

Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School  
 

These school improvements and upgrades are only possible with your incredible support and 

they go beyond the school funding we typically receive each year. The 10c container deposit 

trailer at the front of our school (filled by many in our wider community) , Mother’s and Father’s 

Day stalls, pie drives, and hot cross bun orders, have all helped make our school the best learning 

environment possible for our deserving children.  

A very special mention to the Ruff family who continue to give up their time to manage the 10c 

container deposit trailer, and to Scott Lynch and Millers Plumbing for the installation of the drinking 

fountains . 

 

202 6 Planning:  

Typically, schools begin formalising their planning for the coming year at the end of Term 

3/beginning of Term 4. One aspect of this planning involves grade structures and student 

placement. I encourage families to familiarise yourselves with our Class Placement Policy , and 

more specifically,  I ask families to submit any requests for class placements as per this policy to 

me by 1 November 202 5. No late submissions will be accepted.  

 

Please note that as per almost every year in the 146 -year history of our  school, in 2026 there will 

be instances of year levels being split over two different grades. Parent requests as per our policy 

form just one part of a complex grade allocation process, and the final allocation of students to 

their 2026 grades is a deeply considered process undertaken by all teachers over a series of staff 

meetings.  

 

Lastly, t he placement of children into grades is a school based decision,  and one that follows a 

Department of Education based policy  that is also endorsed  by our own School Council . O nce 

our 2026 grades have been  finalised and  announced, there will be no further discussions  and I 

thank you in advance for your understanding with  this.  

 

 

Take care,  

Joel Blythman  

 

mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/
https://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/uploads/1/0/8/4/10847507/class_placement_policy_aug_2025.pdf
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DATES TO REMEMBER…  

 

20 th Oc tober  Monday  School Council Meeting  

21 st October  Tuesday  Scholastic Book Club Online LOOP Orders Close  

3 rd  November  Monday  Student Free Day  

4 th November  Tuesday  Melbourne Cup Public Hol iday  

20 th November – 3 rd  December  Whole School Swimming Program  

9 th December  Tuesday  State wide Orientation Day  

11 th December  Thursday  
Grades Prep/1 & 1/2 End of Year Excursion  

Year 6 Graduation  

12 th December  Friday  Gr ades 3, 4/5 & 5/6 End of Year Excur sion  

16 th December  Tuesday  End Of Year Concert  

19 th December  Friday  End of Term 4  
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