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Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

PRINCIPAL REPORT...

Black Saturday:

Yesterday (Tuesday 7 February) marked the 14™ anniversary of the devastating 2009 Black
Saturday fires. Whilst not employed at the school at the time, | am sure the significant impact of
this fragedy remains within many members of our school and broader community. | encourage
our readers to pause, reflect and acknowledge those who continue to be faced with challenges
that have lingered, including with yourselves as applicable. We also remember those who sadly
lost their life through these fires and the continuing impact this has on those connected to those
families.

Learnings from this day are important to recognise too, as these help fo inform us of ways in which
we can better prepare and respond to bushfires. In part, this is evidenced by our "School
Procedures for the 2022-2023 Bushfire Season” document | have included on the following pages,
for your information.
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Traralgon South Primary 5chool is included on the Bushfire At Risk (Category 3) register by the Department
of Education and Training. Inclusion on this register is a trigger for schools to pre-emptively close on days
forecast Catastrophic in their Bureau of Meteorology district, as well as other pre-emptive and preparedness
actions in line with our fire risk category.

The following is to inform families and the local community of our planned response to Fire Danger Ratings
and local conditions during the bushfire season, to keep our students and staff safe.

Australian Fire Danger Rating System:

[MODERATE | [HIGH ]
Plan and prepare Be ready to act

[ EXTREME B CATASTROPHIC
Take action now to For your survival, leave

protect life and property  bushfire risk areas
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Planned Response of Traralgon South Primary School:

FORECAST FIRE
DANGER RATING

(West & South Gippsland)

Catastrophic

High

ACTION

COMMUNICATION

SCHOOL CLOSED/RELOCATED
(decision made by the Department of
Education and Training).

Out of hours care cancelled.

Bus routes, camps and excursions
through Catastrophic area cancelled.
No staff onsite.

Families enact thetr bushfire survival plan.

Parents contacted directly, up to 4
days prior, and confirmed the day
before.

Decision will not change.

Local CFA notified.

School and out of hours care remain
open.

School to monitor Vic Emergency
website/ABC radio and keep in contact
with Regional Emergency
Management  staff  from  the
Department of Education  and
Training.

Follow advice of Emergency Services.
If considered necessary, approval will
be sought for school
closure/relocation as above.

Families enact thetr bushfire survival plan.

Parents notified of any changes to
situation, if possible.

Parents to ensure they can be easily
contacted, or alternatively, inform
the school who the best contact is
for that day.

Principal to request approval for

school closure/relocation  from
Department  of  Education and
Training.

School to monitor Vic Emergency

website/ABC radio and keep in contact

with Regional Emergency

Management  staff  from  the

Department of Education and

Training.

Contact Emergency Services,

Follow advice of Emergency Services:

- If ime allows and if safe to do so,
evacuate with Emergency Services
escort.,

- Shelter in place in Multi-Purpose
Room.

Out of hours care cancelled.

Bus routes, camps and excursions

through relevant areas cancelled.

If parents arrive during this time, they

will be strongly advised to stay on

school grounds

Families enact their bushfire survival plan.

Parents contacted directly as soon
as possible.

Parents notified of any changes to
situation, if possible.

Decision will not change.

Local CFA notified.

School to remain vigilant and be ready
o act, as necessary.

Parents notified of any changes to
situation, if possible.
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School Attendance:

As we begin to develop a stronger school routine at the beginning of the year, | would like to
remind our school community about the importance of attendance, and the cumulative impact
absenteeism, late arrivals and early departures have on student learning. As can be seen in the
table below, 10 minutes here, 20 minutes there, or a day or two away from school has a significant
impact on time away from the classroom, making it harder for your child o access the learning
when they are present as they will have likely missed key elements of a learning sequence.

1 or 2 days off school a week does not seem like much but...

And over 13 years of

Which is... schooling, that is...

If your child misses...

That equals...

1 day per fortnight 20 days per year 4 weeks per year Almost 1 V2 years

1 day per week 40 days per year 8 weeks per year Over 2 /2 years of school

2 days per week 80 days per year 16 weeks per year Over 5 years

3 days per week 120 days per year 24 weeks per year Almost 8 years

How about being a little bit late each day?

He/she is only missing

And over 13 years of

Which is... schooling, that is...

. That equals...
just...

10 minutes per day

50 minutes per week

Almost 1 2 weeks per
year

Nearly 2 a year

20 minutes per day

1 hour 40 minutes per
week

Over 2 2 weeks per
year

Nearly 1 year

30 minutes per day

Half a day per week

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1 V2 years

1 hour per day

1 day per week

8 weeks per year

Over 2 V2 years

EVERY DAY COUNTS - If you want your child to be successful at school then, YES,
attendance does matter!
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Annual Privacy Reminder For Our School Community:

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.

Please take time to read our school’s collection notice, found on our website We ask parents to
also review the guidance we provide on how we use Microsoft 365 and Google Workspace for
Education safely at the school and what parents can do to further proftect their child’s
information. If after reviewing the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your
child using Microsoft 365 and/or Google Workspace for Education, please contact the school.
For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools” Privacy Policy — information for parents.
This information is also available in ten community languages:

Amharic
Arabic
Dari
Gujarati
Mandarin
Somali
Sudanese
Turkish
Urdu

Viethamese

Take care,

Joel Blythman
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DATES TO REMEMBER...

Incursion for Years P to 6 - URStrong - No cost
3@ March Friday
(Updated - Preps now included)
6™ March Monday School Photos
10t March Friday School House Sports
13" March Monday Labour Day Public Holiday
27" March Monday District School Sports

Conveyance Allowance

You may be eligible to receive conveyance allowance for transporting your child to and from

school. To be eligible to receive conveyance allowance, a student must:

+ Be school age

+ Reside more than 4.8km by the shortest route from the nearest school attended or bus stop,

+ Be enrolled at the nearest government primary or secondary school, or at the nearest
appropriate registered non-government school.

If you believe you are eligible to receive conveyance allowance, please contact the school to
complete an application. If you have claimed this in the past you do not need to fill in another
claim form unless your circumstances have changed. Applications close 11" March.
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For being a great friend and role model to new

livia L
Prep Olivia students.
1/2 Max W For demonstrating great leadership and being a
good role model.
Lexi F & For being fantastic new students of our school and
2/3 .
Ella R showing the RIPPER values.
4/5 Ryan R For showing great independenlce and focussing
hard on his learning.,
For a positive start to the year. His approach to all
5/6 Tyler M work tasks demonstrate the RIPPER values
beautifully.,
School George W For always being positive and inclusive in the yard
Captains 9 y gp yard.

A: 13-19 Keith Morgan Drive,
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) Applications

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips,
camps and sporting activities.

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, current as at 315" January 2023, such as a
Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for
asylum seeker and refugee families.

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made
direct to the school to use fowards expenses relating fo camps, excursions and sporfing
activities for the benefit of your child.

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office and ask for an
application form.

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the
Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school
office as soon as possible. Final date for applications close 16" June.
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Traralgon Girl Guides are starting from 30th January for 2023!
Years Prep - 2 Tuesdays 5:30-7pm

Years 3 - 5 Mondays 5:30-7:15pm (Full- join our wait list!)

Years 6 - 8 Thursdays 5:30-7:30pm

Years 9 - 12 Wednesdays 5:30-7:30pm

Send an email to amanda.clark@guidesvic.org.au to secure your free two week trial or for more
information!

TRARALGON &
GIRL GUIDES!

FPAD&E‘DREP 10 YEAR 1%

ACROSS EOUR UNITS MEETING
sDAYS DURING

MONDAYWHJPSDAvS.hV

TERM TIME

£1RST TWO NIGHTS ARE FREE
FIRST TV

NTACT AMANDA
CONTAC ‘
AMAN ARK@GUIDES L,ORG.AV
A D K@ ESVIC.ORG

t

o
£, Unique Gir| led environment
(6Ra ;
|"# Learn life skills
(g3 )
Co Non~compemive
GO
9~ Make new friends
£
| » Have adventures

S
o Build resilience, confidence,

self-worth ang wellbeing
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A BLAST

Get into Woolworths Cricket Blast
It's a fun and active program for kids of all abilities, whether
it's your first time with a bat or you're a backyard Cricket star!

CATS CC Pop-Up Blast Program

Dates: Mon 13/2-6/3 Time: 4-5pm

Venue: Traralgon South Recreation Reserve
Cost: $30 (Scan the QR Code to Register!)
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Saver Plus — helping take the stress out of back to school time

The Saver Plus community program has helped over 55,000 Australians take the stress out of back to
school time. It’s free for eligible people to join.

At Saver Plus, we pair you with a savings coach while you budget and save over the next 10 months. You
attend online workshops to learn tips, tricks and information to grow your budgeting and savings skills.
Once you reach your agreed savings goal, ANZ matches your savings dollar-for-dollar, up to $500. You
can use that money towards education costs such as uniforms, text books, laptops or extra-curricular
activities such as sport or music.

You could be eligible to join Saver Plus if you:

¢ have a Centrelink Health Care Card or
Pensioner Concession Card

e are atleast 18 years old

¢ have some regular income from work (you or COllld $500 h&lp With next
your partner) including casual, part-time, . k I ”
full-time or seasonal (we also accept child year s back to school costs?

support and carer’s payment as income) Learn tips and tricks to grow your budget and

 have a child at school or attend vocational saving skills. Save for 10 months. Get up to
education yourself, $500 of matched savings for school expenses.

Just in time for 2024.

If you're eligible, start now and we’ll help take

the stress out of next year’s back to school. Must meet all eligibility criteria: LR

« Have a current Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card AND
an eligible Centrelink payment*

To find out more, or to apply, go to

v Be studying yourself OR have a child in school (can be starting
www.saverplus.org.au or call 1300 610 355

school next year)

% Have regular income from work (either yourself or your partner)*

v Be 18+ years old v?
*Many types of income and Cantrelink payments ars sligible Saverp us

For more info, visit saverplus.org.au or call 1300 610 355.
To fill in an online enquiry form, CLICK HERE.
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