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PRINCIPAL REPORT...

Student Attendance:

Over the previous two years, and in line with a statewide focus, our school has paid a stronger
level of attention towards student aftendance. These efforts have seen an improvement in student
aftendance rates for our school compared to the years prior, however we continue to see a
notable proportion of our student body absent for sustained periods. For example, in 2024, 30%
of our students were absent for 20 or more days. That equates to 37 children missing at least four
weeks of school, with 18 of these absent for 30 or more days throughout the school year.
Admittedly, absences due to illness are unavoidable, and we certainly encourage children to
remain home in these circumstances.

With much of the learning undertaken in the classroom arranged in a sequential nature, a child
experiencing regular and/or a large proportion of interruptfions to their aftendance has a
significant negative impact on their ability to fully comprehend and apply the learning within.

| encourage all readers to reflect on the number of absences and/or late arrivals your child has
recorded already this year and compare these numbers 1o the table below. Whilst a day here or
there might not seem like much, the cumulative effect over the course of the school year can
quickly become significant, thus having a detrimental effect on your child’s learning.

1 or 2 days off school a week does not seem like much but...

And over 13 years of

If your child misses... That equals... Which is... bl o e
1 day per fortnight 20 days per year 4 weeks per year Almost 1 V2 years
1 day per week 40 days per year 8 weeks per year Over 2 2 years
2 days per week 80 days per year 16 weeks per year Over 5 years
3 days per week 120 days per year 24 weeks per year Almost 8 years
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How about being a little bit late each day?

He/she is only missing And over 13 years of

just...

That equals...

Which is...

schooling, that is...

10 minutes per day

50 minutes per week

Almost 1 2 weeks per
year

Nearly 2 a year

20 minutes per day

1 hour 40 minutes per
week

Over 2 V2 weeks per
year

Nearly 1 year

30 minutes per day

Half a day per week

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1 V2 years

1 hour per day

1 day per week

8 weeks per year

Over 2 V2 years

EVERY DAY COUNTS - If you want your child to be successful at school then, YES, attendance does
matter!

Reminders:

e Endorsed by School Council in Term 4 2024, our 2025 Curriculum Contributions policy
politely requests parents pay the $185 (plus any optional other contributions) by the end
of February 2025.

Payments can be made via cash, or by direct debit 1o our school account below. Please
also include a description of the related item you are making a payment for in the
reference field. For example, ‘Surname: 2025 Contributions’

Account Name: Traralgon South Primary School

BSB: 083 001

Account Number: 387779521

Payments can be made in full, or for those that prefer, via either of the suggested
instalment options detailed below:

Quarterly (per term): $46.25

Monthly (January-October): $18.50

Principal: Joel Blythman A: 13-19 Keith Morgan Drive,

Traralgon South, VIC, 3844

P: (03) 5195 5244 E: fraralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au

W: www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au n www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/



mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/

5 February 2025 ISSUE 2

7 722> (72

E A ©)1a €
% DHIDED
7 2 Z Z V22773

Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

e Please be reminded that at the end of 2024 our School Council approved Friday 14
February 2025 (this week) as a student free day. The purpose of this day is for our staff fo
participate in professional learning alongside other schools in the Latrobe Valley network,
with a focus on responsive teaching and ensuring the learning program delivered to
students is targeted to their point of need.

Take care,

Joel Blythman

DATES TO REMEMBER...

14™ February Friday Student Free Day

17" February Monday Hockey Clinic
4™ March Tuesday Whole School House Athletics Carnival
5" March Wednesday Conveyance Allowance Claims Close
6™ March Thursday Project ROCKIT Incursion - Years 3 to 6
10" March Monday Labour Day Public Holiday
25" March Tuesday School Photos
28™ March Friday District Athletics Sports - Years 3 to 6 only
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House Athletics Sports

Our school House Athletics sports will be held on Tuesday 4™ March at Harold Preston Park,
Davidson Street, Traralgon. Children will leave school at 2:10am fravelling by bus and return to
school at approximately 3:00pm. This is a fabulous school event which is enjoyed by all. A
permission slip with all relevant information will be sent out shortly.

All children in Prep and new students to the school have been placed in one of our four house
tfeams. This information can be found via Compass, your class feacher, or by asking at the office.

The house teams at Traralgon South Primary School are:

Cook (Yellow)
Flinders (Blue)
Hume (Green)
Sturt (Red)

Most children wear a fop in their house colour on the day, adding to the carnival atmosphere.

To provide advance notice, Years 3 to 6 students will also compete in the District Athletics sports
against other local schools on Friday, 28™ March. More information about this will follow in the
coming weeks.

Kristine Travers
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun

activities, It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government's
commitment to breaking the link between a student's background and their outcomes.
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Conveyance Allowance

You may be eligible to receive conveyance allowance for transporting your child to and from
school. To be eligible to receive conveyance allowance, a student must:

* Be school age
* Reside more than 4.8km by the shortest route from the nearest school attended or bus stop,

+ Be enrolled at the nearest government primary or secondary school, or at the nearest
appropriate registered non-government school.

If you believe you are eligible to receive conveyance allowance, please contact the school to
complete an application. If you have claimed this in the past you do not need to fill in another
claim form unless your circumstances have changed. Applications close Wednesday 5™
March.
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: For being a fantastic role model and demonstrating
Prep/1 Eira J . .
expected behaviour consistently.
For demonstrating leadership, respect and independence in
172 Charloffe P all aspects of school. An AMAZING start to Year 2!
3 Isabel H For a hardworking and enthusiastic start to the year.
4/5 Mattias P For actively con’rripu’ring during every lesson and being a
respectful and independent member of our grade.
5/6 Jimmy T For consistently displaying all RIPPER volugs inside the
classroom. Your effort is outstanding.
Art/Music Otis M For excellent concentration and participation in Music.
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Sunday March 9th, 2025 “

Thorpdale Recreation Reserve, Thorpdale
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IS BACK FOR 2025!

With all your favourite events and activities returning!
The Vin Rowe Spud Challenge Spud Picking Hessians on the Field
Pallet Throw Professional Woodchop TC Trickz Stunt Motorbikes
as well as...
Over 100 food & market stalls Sheep Shearing Demonstrations
Petting Zoo Free Kids Rides Live Music Farmers Market
and much more!

Buy tickets online and save
time at the gate!

STRICTLY NO DOGS
PERMITTED AT THE EVENT
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