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PRINCIPAL REPORT …  

Buildings & Grounds Improvements : 

Keeping in line with our efforts to ensure our physical school environment is maintained to a high 

standard, a number of works have recently been completed, or alternatively, are planned to soon 

be. As a summary, these include:  

- Safety audit inspections of both playgrounds, all four basketball/netball towers and our shade 

sail structure, with any associated repairs to be completed as per report recommendations  

- A repair to a hole in our shade sail, which unfortunately was vandalised over the January 

holidays  

- Ongoing b ushfire preparedness  works, such as mowing, weed killing, removal of debris and 

general site maintenance  

- Approximately $350K of various repairs to our school via the Planned Maintenance Program, 

which will see large sections of roof replacements to our Main Building and Portable 

classrooms, drainage improvements alongside the AFL oval and Undercover Court, an d 

upgrades to our Multi -Purpose Room to ensure compliance with bushfire preparedness 

requirements, as this is our designated Shelter In Place building given we are a Bushfire At Risk 

Category 3 school. We are in the final stages of project planning and wit h tenders now 

awarded to various contractors, it is anticipated these works will begin in the coming weeks.  

- Partly linked to the above, albeit a component of a different school building improvement 

program within the Department of Education, the solar panels on our Main Building will be 

removed to facilitate roof replacement works, and with these decommissioned in early 2025 

due to electrical safety concerns, they will be fully replaced under the Green Energy Program. 

It is expected these works will be completed by mid -2026.  

 

General Reminders:  

• Linked to our Yard Duty & Supervision  policy, please be reminded that students are not 

supervised in the school before 8:45am. It has been noted that there is a growing number 

of children who are arriving to school well before this time and it is politely requested that 

for student safety and  wellbeing purposes, school drop -off routines are altered to align with 

this policy. Where this is unavoidable due to work or other commitments, an Outside School 

Hours Care  program, conducted by In 2 Learning  and hosted in our Multi -Purpose Room, 

is available for casual or regular bookings.  

 

mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/
https://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/uploads/1/0/8/4/10847507/yard_duty_and_supervision_policy_oct_2025.pdf
https://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/outside-school-hours-care.html
https://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/outside-school-hours-care.html


 

Principal:  Joel Blythman                            A : 13 -19 Keith Morgan Drive , 
                      Traralgon South,  VIC, 3844  
  

P:  (03) 5195 5244                                         E:  traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
 

W: www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au                www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/  

11 th February  2026   ISSUE  2 
 

THE RIPPER TIMES 
 

Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School  
 

 

• Regular school  attendance is important for all children to succeed in education and to 

ensure they do not fall behind both socially and developmentally. Research has shown 

that strong s chool participation maximises life opportunities for young people by providing 

them with education and support networks , whilst also  help ing  develop important skills, 

knowledge and values that set them up for further learning and participation in their 

community.  A day off school here or there may not sound like much, but ove r time, the 

cumulative effect on your child can be quite profound, as demonstrated in the tables 

below.  

1 or 2 days off school a week does not seem like much but… 

If your child misses… That equals… Which is… 
And over 13 years of 

schooling, that is… 

1 day per fortnight 20 days per year 4 weeks per year Almost 1 ½ years 

1 day per week 40 days per year 8 weeks per year Over 2 ½ years of school 

2 days per week 80 days per year 16 weeks per year Over 5 years 

3 days per week 120 days per year 24 weeks per year Almost 8 years 

 

How about being a little bit late each day? 

He/she is only missing 

just… 
That equals… Which is… 

And over 13 years of 

schooling, that is… 

10 minutes per day 50 minutes per week 
Almost 1 ½ weeks per 

year 
Nearly ½ a year 

20 minutes per day 
1 hour 40 minutes per 

week 

Over 2 ½ weeks per 

year 
Nearly 1 year 

30 minutes per day Half a day per week 4 weeks per year Nearly 1 ½ years 

1 hour per day 1 day per week 8 weeks per year Over 2 ½ years 
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• At first glance, the following may read as counterproductive to the above, but we politely 

request that students who present with illnesses are kept at home until symptoms subside. 

One child missing one or two days of school due to illness is a much better  outcome than 

the illness spreading to schoolmates and 10 -15 students each missing one or two days 

themselves, with several presumed cases of gastroenteritis prevalent within our grades 

already this year.   

• Endorsed by School Council in Term 4 2025, our 2026 Curriculum Contributions  policy 

politely requests parents pay the $185 /student  (plus any optional other contributions) by 

the end of February 2026.  

 

Payments can be made via cash, or by direct debit to our school account below. Please 

also include a description of the related item you are making a payment for in the 

reference field. For example, ‘Surname: 2026 Contributions’  

Account Name: Traralgon South Primary School  

BSB: 083 001  

Account Number: 387779521  

 

Payments can be made in full, or for those that prefer, via either of the suggested 

instalment options detailed below:  

Quarterly (per term): $46.25 /student  

Monthly (January -October): $18.50 /student  

 

Take care,  

Joel Blythman  
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DATES TO REMEMBER…  

11 th February  Wednesday  
Scholastic Book Club Online LOOP Orders Close – no 

payments or orders to be sent to school  

28 th February  Saturday  Requested Curriculum Contributions Due  

4 th March  Wednesday  Term 1 Conveyance Allowance Claims Close  

9 th March  Monday  Labour Day Public Holiday  

10 th March  Tuesday  School Photos  

16 th March  Monday  School Council AGM & Meeting – 7:00pm  

17 th March  Tuesday  Whole School House Athletics Carnival  

27 th March  Friday  District Athletics Sports – Years 3 to 6 only  

 

 

 

Conveyance Allowance  

You may be eligible to receive conveyance allowance for transporting your child to and from 

school.  To be eligible to receive conveyance allowance, a student must:  

• Be school age  

• Reside more than 4.8km by the shortest route from the nearest school attended or  bus stop,  

• Be enrolled at the nearest government primary or secondary school, or at the nearest  
appropriate registered non -government school.  

 

If you believe you are eligible to receive conveyance allowance, please contact the school to 

complete an application.  If you have claimed this in the past you do not need to fill in another 

claim form  unless your circumstances have changed .  Applications close  Wednesday  4 th 

March . 
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RIPPER STUDENT AWARDS…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

Prep  Charlie G  
For making an incredible start to school, following expectations 

and contributing positively in all aspects of our classroom.  

1/2  Rosalie B  
For a happy and settled start to Year 1! You have approached 

school with a RIPPER attitude of resilience and persistence.  

2/3  Finnegan J  For a great effort and attitude towards all learning tasks.  

3/4  Harper B  
For your bubbly enthusiasm and your dedication to always 

doing your best.  

4/5  Patrick T  

For showing empathy towards his sister in a time of need. Thank 

you for always extending your kindness towards others around 

you.  

6 Charlie M  

For all of your great work this week. You have always been seen 

showing persistence and working hard in everything that you 

do.  

Art/Music  Deklan C  
For making a great start in the Art room putting a lot of thought 

into his sketched kookaburra.  

PE  Stella D  
For displaying a great attitude and good sportsmanship during 

PE.  
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