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PRINCIPAL REPORT...

Advance Notice:

Given the pause in normal school communication during the upcoming term holiday period, |
wanted to use this platform to provide advance notice to our parent community of several
upcoming school activities that will incur a cost. As a father of school children myself, | too find
these things creep up quickly on me so hopefully the following will help!

Firstly, our Year 3/4 camp to Waratah Bay is scheduled for Wednesday 23 October-Friday 25
October, which is at the end of Week 3 of Term 4. Tyers Primary School are coordinating this camp
on behalf of all participating schools in our cluster, and to support their budget planning, an
Expression of Interest form went home earlier this week. The purpose of this process is to ascertain
(almost) definite participants from each school, ensuring the activity does not make a profit or a
loss. Early indications from Tyers Primary School suggest this camp will cost approximately
$360/child.

The second activity relates to our Prep-Year 6 swimming program, which we have historically
scheduled for ten consecutive school days, strategically using the Melbourne Cup long weekend
to break up the program for our fired students. To provide background contfext, from 2017 the
Victorian Curriculum F-10 has required swimming and water safety education to be taught as
part of the Health and Physical Education learning area. Additionally, there is an expectation that
by the end of Year 6, it is anticipated that students should be able to demonstrate the knowledge
and skills identified in the Victorion Water Safety Cerfificate. | am currently in the midst of all
budgetary planning, venue and bus bookings, risk assessments, and School Council approvails,
and pending the outcome of a grant | have applied for to subsidise the final cost to families, |
anticipate this activity will cost approximately $60-80/child (noting this will cover bus fransport,
venue enfry, and pool instructor hire, for all fen sessions).

For both abovementioned activities, once final details are determined, | will communicate all of
the particulars to families as soon as | am able.

Lastly, please note the calendar for Term 4 has been updated on ukducateUs with all known
dates, including the abovementioned camps and excursions, as well as our end-of-year activities.
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School Preparations For The Bushfire Season:

Each year, we undertake a range of activities to ensure the safety of our school and to prepare
for bushfires and grassfires. An important part of this process is communicating to parents what
will happen when certain fire danger ratings are issued to help ensure the safety of students and
staff.

Our school has been identified as being af risk of bushfire or grassfire and is a Category 3 school.
As such, our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in the
West and South Gippsland fire district. Closure of the school due to a Catastrophic fire danger
rating will be enacted when the Bureau of Meteorology forecast and related public safety
messaging are confirmed. Due to uncertainties in the forecast, the timing of this confirmation may
vary. Information regarding potfential or confirmed Catastrophic fire danger days will be
communicated to you by ukEducateUs.

It is also important to be aware that:

¢ No one will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic day.
o Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days.

o All bus roufes that fravel through the Catastrophic area will be cancelled.

e School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast for fire
weather district in which the camp is located, or if the travel involves passing through areas
that have Catastrophic fire danger.

As part of preparing our school for the fire season, we have updated and completed our
Emergency Management Plan and have begun other relevant preparedness actions, such as
undertaking any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire, clearing
our facility’s grounds and gutters, and engaging an arborist to appropriately maintain our large
number of frees.

What can families and the school community do fo help us prepare?

e Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.

e Keep in touch with us by continuing to read our newsletters, regularly checking uEducateUs,
or tfalking to me about our emergency management plan.
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e Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care
arrangements if our school is closed due to Catastrophic fire danger. Further information can
be found on the CFA's website.

e Action your family’s bushfire survival plan if your own triggers are met. Our school community
may be spread out across many areas and some families may be at higher risk than others.
Your family’s safety is critical, so please let us know if you are actioning your bushfire survival
plan and if your children will be absent on these days.

e If your child is old enough, falk fo them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival
plan.

Families are encouraged to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating
days in their district. The safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the
Catastrophic day. On such days, children should never be left at home alone or in the care of
older children.

You can find more information on emergencies, warnings and preparedness actions here:
e VicEmergency app - that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices
» VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)

o Website hitps://emergency.vic.gov.au

e Facebook (hitps://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)

o Twitter (hifps://twitter.com/vicemergency)

e ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the department’s policy?

The Department of Education annually assesses the fire risk of all schools and early childhood
services with the support of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation
(CSIRO). They are allocated a category of risk (categories 0 to 6). Schools and services that are
Categories 0-3 are published on the Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR). Schools at some risk of
bushfire and grassfire are published on the Category 4 List.
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The department’s Bushfire and Grassfire Preparedness Policy requires all schools and early
childhood services on the BARR and the Category 4 List to close when a Catastrophic fire danger
rating day is forecast in their fire weather district. All school bus routes which travel in or through
a district with Catastrophic fire danger must also be cancelled.

The policy also requires that schools at the highest risk of bushfire (those in Categories O, 1 and 2
of the Bushfire At-Risk Register) enact pre-emptive action plans based on the fire danger forecast
for their Local Government Area (LGA).

Who issues fire danger forecasts?

The Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) provides public fire danger rating forecasts each day of the
fire danger period using fire weather district areas. In Victoria, there are @ fire weather districts,
which are based on Local Government Area boundaries.

The department uses these forecasts when supporting schools to enact their pre-emptive bushfire
actions plans.

Advance Notice - Term 4 Sun Protection Policy:

To provide advance notice 1o our parent community, please be reminded of our Sun Protection
Policy and the requirement for students to wear an appropriate hat whilst outdoors during Term
1 and Term 4.

With Term 3 concluding soon, now might be a great opportunity fo doublecheck if your child still
has an appropriate hat, it has their name on it, and whether it fits! If not, you can purchase one
through the uniform shop at our school for $8.50.

Take care,

Joel Blythman
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DATES TO REMEMBER...

13 September Friday Footy Colours Hot Lunch Orders & Payment Due 9:00am
16" September Monday School Council Meeting - 7:00pm
18" September | Wednesday Footy Colours Day (free) & Hot Lunch Day
19" September Thursday Student Led Conferences - 4:00pm - 7:00pm
20™ September Friday Student Free Day
Student Led Conferences - 9:00am - 1:00pm
7™ October Monday First Day Term 4
25’;;&21: Weiﬂig?/oy - Years 3 & 4 Camp Waratah Bay
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RIPPER

Prep/1 Matilda S For always Comple’rlng.you.r work independently and taking
pride in all you do.
1/2 Elliot L For being a RIPPER role model, kind friend and supportive peer.
2/3 Lilv E For her independence and persistence in completing and
Y redesigning her balloon powered car.
4/5 Marissa H For slofting info her new class beautifully and being a kind
classmate fo all around her.
5/6 Piper R For giving 100% always. She refleo’rs on her workpieces to find
ways to improve.
Music Hugo R For being a RIPPER music student playing the ukulele.
School . . . . .
. Grace P For being kind and including others in the yard.
Captains
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TENNIS SEASON
STARTINGSOON

The Traralgon South Tennis Club committee invites new
and existing members to sign up for the 2024/2025 tennis
season. We are looking for both junior and senior players.
No experience needed.

Juniors play on Saturday mornings
Seniors play on Saturday afternoons.

If you would like more information please contact Marlee
Goodwin 0419 513 496 or scan the QR code to our
facebook page.
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60 minutes of fun
cricket drills and games
4« Duncan Cameron focusing on batting,

¢ ) Memorial Reserve bowling and fielding
Bank Street, Traralgon

All skill level and ability
o \ $20 perchiLo welcome!

1:00pm - 2:00pm

A7\ Friday

October 4th 60 Minutes of action

packed fun, fitness
// , Duncan Cameron and the fundamental

\ Memorial Reserve skills of the AFL game
Bank Street, Traralgon

AT $20 perchio
10.30-11.30am

-

All skill level and

25% EARLY BIRD
DISCOUNT
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Upcoming...

ROADIES
Day Trips!

17 YEARS OLD

Monopoly Dreams!
» Melbourne CBD

Wetlands Mini Golf!
* Wheelers Hill

Twisted Science!
* Moorabbin

Phillip Island Go Karts
& Chocolate Factory!

« Phillip Istand

Holey Moley & Arcade!
» Moorabbin

NDIS Plan charges apply!

Interchange Gippsland
1300 736 765

Digrchpde
= admin@icg.asn.au
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UP TODAY!

Q Play Cricket
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