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PRINCIPAL REPORT...

End of Term Arrangements:

As a reminder, given our last day of term with students on-site will be Thursday 18 September
(tfomorrow), our end-ofterm assembly will be held at 3pm on this same day, and we will conclude
the day as normal at 3:30pm. Weather dependent, we anticipate this assembly will be held on
our Undercover Court. Our school will be open on Friday 19 September for Student-Led
Conferences, however as previously advised, this is a School Council approved student-free day.

Term 4 begins on Monday 6 October, and we look forward to seeing everyone again affer the
school holiday period. Depending on your own work commitments, hopefully you find some an
opportunity to relax and enjoy some family time.

Advance Notice - Term 4 Sun Protection Policy:

To provide advance notice to our parent community, please be reminded of our Sun Protection
Policy and the requirement for students to wear an appropriate hat whilst outdoors during Term
1 and Term 4.

With Term 3 concluding, now might be a great opportunity to doublecheck if your child still has
an appropriate hat, it has their name on it, and whether it fits! If not, you can purchase one
through the uniform shop at our school for $8.50.

Fundraising Outcomes:

As hinfed in previous newsletters and assemblies, this week | have been pleased to begin showing
off the outcomes of our fundraising efforts to our school community. Firstly, with the likelihood of
our school growing to six grades in 2026, we have purchased new student desks and tote boxes
for all grades, providing our students a modernised and fresh learning environment. We can’t be
certain, but indications suggest the original desks in classrooms were at least 20 years old, and
you can only imagine the number of hours of use they have each been subjected to. In fact, |
wouldn’t be surprised if some of our readers may recall sitting at some of these desks as students
themselves, so a refresh was well overdue!
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Upon our return in Term 4, a second outcome of our fundraising efforts will be announced, again
seeing these funds going directly fowards improving our school for your children.

School Preparations For The Bushfire Season:

Each year, we undertake a range of activities to ensure the safety of our school and to prepare
for bushfires and grassfires. An important part of this process is communicating fo parents what
will happen when certain fire danger ratings are issued to help ensure the safety of students and
staff.

Our school has been identified as being af risk of bushfire or grassfire and is a Category 3 school.
As such, our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in the
West and South Gippsland fire district. Closure of the school due to a Catastrophic fire danger
rating will be enacted when the Bureau of Meteorology forecast and related public safety
messaging are confirmed. Due to uncertainties in the forecast, the timing of this confirmation may
vary. Informatfion regarding potential or confirmed Catastrophic fire danger days will be
communicated to you by Compass.

It is also important to be aware that:

¢ No one will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic day.
¢ QOut-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days.

o All bus roufes that fravel through the Catastrophic area will be cancelled.

e School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast for fire
weather district in which the camp is located, or if the fravel involves passing through areas
that have Catastrophic fire danger.

As part of preparing our school for the fire season, we have updated and completed our
Emergency Management Plan and have begun other relevant preparedness actions, such as
undertaking any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire, clearing
our facility’s grounds and gutters, and engaging an arborist to appropriately maintain our large
number of frees.

What can families and the school community do fo help us prepare?

e Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.
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e Keep in touch with us by continuing fo read our newsletters, regularly checking Compass, or
falking to me about our emergency management plan.

e Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care
arrangements if our school is closed due to Catastrophic fire danger. Further information can
be found on the CFA's website.

e Action your family’s bushfire survival plan if your own triggers are met. Our school community
may be spread out across many areas and some families may be at higher risk than others.
Your family’s safety is critical, so please let us know if you are actioning your bushfire survival
plan and if your children will be absent on these days.

e If your child is old enough, falk fo them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival
plan.

Families are encouraged to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating
days in their district. The safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the
Catastrophic day. On such days, children should never be left at home alone or in the care of
older children.

You can find more information on emergencies, warnings and preparedness actions here:
o VicEmergency app - that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices
» VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)

o Website hitps://emergency.vic.gov.au

e Facebook (hitps://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)

o Twitter (hifps://twitter.com/vicemergency)

e ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters

Freguently Asked Questions

What is the department’s policy?

The Department of Education annually assesses the fire risk of all schools and early childhood
services with the support of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation
(CSIRO). They are allocated a category of risk (categories 0 to 6). Schools and services that are
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Categories 0-3 are published on the Bushfire Ai-Risk Reqister (BARR). Schools at some risk of
bushfire and grassfire are published on the Category 4 List.

The department’s Bushfire and Grassfire Preparedness Policy requires all schools and early
childhood services on the BARR and the Category 4 List to close when a Catastrophic fire danger
rating day is forecast in their fire weather district. All school bus routes which travel in or through
a district with Catastrophic fire danger must also be cancelled.

The policy also requires that schools at the highest risk of bushfire (those in Categories O, 1 and 2
of the Bushfire At-Risk Register) enact pre-emptive action plans based on the fire danger forecast
for their Local Government Area (LGA).

Who issues fire danger forecasts?

The Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) provides public fire danger rating forecasts each day of the
fire danger period using fire weather district areas. In Victoria, there are @ fire weather districts,
which are based on Local Government Area boundaries.

The department uses these forecasts when supporting schools to enact their pre-emptive bushfire
actions plans.

Take care,

Joel Blythman
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What a day we had at the Division Sports. The weather was actually good to us generally. When
it rained, we were able to go into the stadium, which the children enjoyed.

Everyone represented our school in a RIPPER way. Our kids are so encouraging and supportive of
each other, which is always so great to see.

Congratulations o the following students who have progressed through to Regional level.

Licm P 1st 200m

3 800m
Thomas W 2" Long Jump
Jimmy T 15" Shot Put

3 Discus

Well done to all who competed.

Krissy Travers
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DATES TO REMEMBER...
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Grades P/1 & 1/2 GPAC Excursion
18" September Thursday SLCs - 4.00pm - 7:00pm
End of Term Assembly - 3:00pm
SLCs - 2:.00am - 1:00pm
19" September Friday
Last Day of Term 3 - Student Free Day
6™ October Monday First Day of Term 4
20™ November - 3" December Whole School Swimming Program
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Prep/1 Matilda S For being a curious and respectful learner.
. For consistently demonstrating independence and incredible
1/2 Lilliana S . ,
resilience. You are always curious and an engaged learner!
3 Maya S For her consistent hard work on all learning tasks.
4/5 Lachie H For puﬂing in a really big effort to s.’roy focused and working
independently on your reading response tasks.
5/6 Harrry W For string to always bg a RIPPER student. | appreciate your effort
and kindness in the classroom.
PE Xave S For their independence and persistence to complete
Archer M orienteering courses.
school Henry R For running the RUOK day presentation!
Captains Y Y yp '
Mental : .
Health & Levi S For always staying back to help pack away dodgeball
Well Being Mattias P equipment. Your help is greatly appreciated.
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RIPPER STUDENT AWARDS...

For always displaying persistence when trying new skills like

Art

Christian G cufting out fricky shapes.
Chloe B For consistently displaying the school values in Art every week.
Elliot L For consistently displaying the school values in Art every week.
, For her excellent manners in Art, being a good helper and her
Edith M - . .
dedication to improving her artwork.
Marissa H For her willingness to fry anything new and her dedication to

improving her art skills.
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Refleeting on R U OK? Day - Thursday, 11 Secptember

On Thursday L1 September, our schoocl cbserved R U OK? Day, a meaningful initiative
centrad on wellbeing and connection. Henry Riseley took the lead in presenting tc
rade about how tc ask the duestion "Are you OK?" and how to support

scmechne who may be struggling.

every

w

Henry’'s commitment to this cause shone through in his presentations. He
emphasised the importance of kindness, listening, and caring for others—highlighting

that asking "RUCK?" can truly make a difference
Hiz presentation included the ALEC aeronym, which guides a meaningful ® U OK

conversation:

2 students were

Eng
importance of this day, but also about being good licteners, showing empathy, and

being supportive friends
We also want to commend Henry for his outstanding initiative. His public speaking
was confident and heartfelt—and wharzt ic particularly commendable is that this
effort was entirely his cwn. Thiz was not requested of him; he chose te contribute in
a special way
Well dene, Henry. Your leadership and compassion helped make the day meaningful

for our whele school community.
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SEASON 2025-26

DISCOVER THE FUN OF

ATHLETICS.

Ever thought about trying athletics? Now's your chance!
Meet new friends, bond with family, and enjoy achieving
your personal best.

2025/2026 season starting on the 4" of October
Register to participate at
Traralgon Little Athletics Centre by visiting
www.lavic.com.au/centres/traralgon/

Register today at

Still not sure, why
not sign up for a
2 Week FREE trial? President: Sarah Johnson
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SCAN THE GR CODE
TO FIND OUT MORE.

Book online or at your
local library

Free school holiday activities for the entire family

All ages.

All ages.
Bookings preferred. £ . . :
Moe Library : all libraries =
Sat 20 Sep i during opening hours
9.30am to 11.30am : Sat 20 Sep to Sat 4 Oct :
Morwell Library
Mon 22 Sep Ages 8 to 18,
- = Drop-in session. Churchill Library
10am to Tpm
Sat 20 Sep to Thu 25 Sep
Traralgon Library during opening hours
Thu 2 Oct Morwell Library
lpm to 4pm Mon 29 Sep to Fri 3 Oct
during opening hours
h:ﬂunmm.
ngs required.
Ages 138 months to
H years.
}'[iril?gg: .!.lbrary Dropein .
Tlam to 12noon I',-:Laln_g,o_'_.' _I;Jlbrary
1.30pm to 2.30pm it
P P 9.30am to 10am
Churchill Library
ey st S0 Thu 25 Sep
Morwell Library HSSTES 9.30am to 10am
Fri 3 Oct .
Morwell Librar
Nam to 12noon Thu 2 Oct ¥
1.30pm to 2.30pm o
P P 9.30am to 10am
Moe Library
Fri 3 Oct
- 9.30am to 10am
L ]
CK "r & LATROBE CITY
$ ~ COUNGIL
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SCAN THE QR CODE
TO FIND OUT MORE.

Book online or at your
local library

Free school holiday activities for the entire fami

<o)

Buzzy Bee Day!

-
Moe Library
\EARS
z\ 3R ¢ 10.30am to 2pm
o s

Traralgon Library SCITT% « Latrobe Valley Beekeeper's
Mon 29 Sep A Association presentation
1lam to 2pm Decn-is saesion: and education hive

Craft, treat bags,
dress-ups and a
birthday cake!

« Bee craft
« Pot and paint and more!

Traralgon Library All ages.
. Bookings preferred.

1.15am and 12.15pm

AN ESESEEESEREEEESSSEREEsEEnnunnnnnnt

Traralgon Library

SRS A 13 to 17.
2pm to 3pm Bookings preferred.

Morwell Library

NS IR R R R R R R R R R R R R RN RN
AsEEESSEEESSEEEEESEEEEEssEEsssmmmms’

nit

Traralgon Library Ipm to 2pm

Tue 30 Sep A 7 to 12.
Y0am to Nam Bookgzl preferred.
11.30am to 12.30pm Morwell Library

FUFT-TTS
required.

Mo} Lii:;ary 2 2pm to 4pm

10am to 1lam ‘

_& LATROBE CITY
COUNCIL
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17™ September 2025

THE

FRISBEE!

A FUN AND EMPOWERING DAY JUST; FORIGIRI:S!.
TUESDAY

at Latrobe Leisure Morwell

SEPT 30 From 10:30am - 2:00pm

A fun and active school holiday program just for g‘i‘rls.
Build skills, make friends, and discover ultimate

\\ \%’ frisbee in a supportive and social environment.
j? I
7 K .
¢

J
.

AGES:8TO 14 " TO REGISTER
REGISTRATION: $20 ~ SCAN ME =
LIMITED TO 40 SPOTS!

What to bring: Lunch and a
water bottle,

What to wear: Comfortable
clothes and runners. Whatever
you feel good moving in!

S &
S M
gAY

For more information, contact GippSport:
P| (03) 5176 3020 e| gippygirlscan@gippsport.com.au

Glp "t GIPPY GIRLS -\
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A FUN AND EMPOWERING DAY JUST FOR GIRLS!

)

MONDAY at Latrobe Leisure Morwell .

SEPT 29 From 10:30am - 2:00pm

Get moving these school holidays with our baskeif:all
program just for girls. Learn new skills, build
confidence on the court, and have fun with friends.

AGES:8TO 14 " TO REGISTER )
REGISTRATION: $20 - SCAN ME =
LIMITED TO 40 SPOTS! hy)

What to bring: Lunch and a
water bottle.

What to wear: Comfortable
clothes and runners. Whatever
you feel good moving in!

.

For more information, contact GippSport:
P| (03) 5176 3020 e| gippygirlscan@gippsport.com.au

GIPPY GIRLS [\
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Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

with MARTIN HEPPELL

WARRNAMBOOL
Sept 22

BOOp:

BALLARAT
Sept 23

GEELONG
Sept 24

MELBOURNE
Sept 25

FRANKSTON
Sept 29

MOORABBIN
Sept 30

NUNAWADING
Oct 1

TRARALGON
Oct 4

A fun kids show teaching positive mental health
strategies through stories and lots of laughs.

LIVENATION.COM.AU

Principal: Joel Blythman A: 13-19 Keith Morgan Drive,
Traralgon South, VIC, 3844

P: (03) 5195 5244 E: traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au

W: www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au n www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/



mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/

