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PRINCIPAL REPORT...

School Review - Parent Focus Group:

As a follow-up from the voluntary online survey offered to families during Term 2 (thanks to those
that responded to this, your feedback and input was especially valuable), a short parent focus
group will be offered in a face-to-face sefting with members of our school review panel. This will
be scheduled from 8:50am to 9:20am on Tuesday 6 August (next week), located in our Spare
Classroom/Auslan room, next door to our Library. There is no need to RSVP or register for this
session - it is an open invitation. This will provide a wonderful opportunity for parents and carers
to share their experiences of our school and help shape the strategic direction for the next four-
year period, and | encourage readers consider taking part.

Student Led Conferences:

As highlighted in our fermly calendar on uEducateUs, and as per previous years, Student Led
Conferences (SLCs) will be conducted atf the end of this ferm. For new parents to our school, and
as a reminder to others, the purpose of these are an important component within our 2021-2024
School Strategic Plan, linked to our second goal of “building engaged, independent and self-
regulafing learners”.

SLCs are significantly different to the traditional Parent Teacher Interview format many readers
may be familiar with, and over the next few weeks, | will continue 1o share further information via
this newsletter to help explain how these look at our school. In short, and as the name implies,
SLCs shift the focus back to where it belongs - on the student. With this, SLCs also provide an
emphasis on our students being an important voice within the overall reporting cycle at our
school, with this summarised as follows:

- Term 1: Getting To Know You Interviews (parent and teacher led)
- Terms 2 & 4: Semester reports (teacher led)
- Term 3: Student Led Conferences (student led)

There are plenty of opportunities for parents to meet with classroom fteachers throughout the
school year, with fewer opportunities for our students to be supported to take a lead role in these
conversations.
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To begin, here are some answers to commonly asked questions:

1. What are SLCs?
A SLC actively involves parents, students, and teachers in reflecting on student achievement,
using a student portfolio as a stimulus for discussing work samples, and setting future goals.

2. How are SLCs different from the Parent Teacher Inferviews we‘ve done in the past?
In a SLC, the student does most of the talking. In the weeks leading up to the SLC, during class
tfime students are supported to practise and prepare for their SLC, and they will develop a
portfolio of work samples to help present their learning achievements fo their parents. The
classroom teacher will help facilitate the SLC, and parents will be encouraged and supported
to be active listeners too.

3. Why have we intfroduced SLCs?
Instead of the traditional approach of parents and feachers discussing a child’s progress
through a Parent Teacher Inferview (without much input from the child), SLCs place the student
at the heart of the assessment and reporting process. Importantly, SLCs provide students a
voice to discuss, share, and celebrate their learning achievements.

4. When will SLCs be conducted?
SLCs are scheduled for 4pm-7pm on Thursday 19 September and 2am-Tpm Friday 20
September 2024. School Council have approved Friday 20 September (the last day of Term 3)
as a student free day to enable daytime SLCs sessions to occur.

5. If parents are unavailable on the dates set aside for SLCs, can another time be arranged?
Perhaps, depending on other commitments. Please contact the classroom teacher to organise
an alternative time.

6. Will parents have an opportunity at the end of SLCs to talk privately to the classroom
feacher?
If you would like to discuss anything in private with your child’s teacher, we politely ask an
appointment is made for another time.

| hope the above helps explain this exciting work, and we hope you share our enthusiasm for this
also. More information around SLCs at our school will be shared as the term progresses, so we
encourage you to keep an eye out over the coming weeks.

Brainstorm Productions Incursion:
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This Friday, all students will parficipate in an incursion designed to promote resilience, cyber safety
and anfi-bullying. Using an educational theatre approach, the "Sticks & Stones’ performance will
be conducted in the Traralgon South Town Hall, and using funds provided to our school under
the Mental Health Fund, this performance will be free of charge to all families.

Within a teacher resource pack, curriculum aligned lesson resources are available for classroom
tfeachers to extend the learning beyond the initial presentation, allowing the reinforcement of
positive relationships, and supporting vulnerable children to build confidence and social and
emotional skills.

If you would like to know more about this upcoming performance, you can do so via this link.

Please Note: due to this performance being scheduled to occur from 2pm-3:30pm on Friday 2
August, please be aware our weekly assembly will be conducted at 12:45pm instead.

2025 Enrolments:

With a number of younger siblings of current students afttending the neighbouring Pre-School,
please be reminded of the Department of Education timelines for 2025 Prep enrolments, with
Friday 26 July (last week) the nominated due date for these. Enrolment packages can be
collected from the Pre-School, our General Office, or from our website (under the ‘Prospective
Families” tab). Of course, if you would like to visit our school to discuss enrolment for your child in
2025 in more detail, | would be most willing to support this and | encourage you to reach out o
arrange a mutually convenient time to do so.

Take care,

Joel Blythman
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DATES TO REMEMBER...

Whole School Incursion - "Sticks and Stones”
2" August Friday
2:00pm - 3:30pm (assembly atf 12:45pm)

13" August Tuesday Mini Olympics Day Whole School

th — -
14" August Wednesday Years 5&6 Camp - Woorabinda

16™ August Friday
239 August Friday Book Week Activity Day - Reading is Magic
30™ August Friday Father’s Day Stall

20™ September Friday Student Free Day
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TSPS Mini Olympics 2024 Tuesday August 13th

As an opportunity fo come together as a whole school and celebrate the Paris Olympics,
Traralgon South Primary School will be conducting the RIPPER Olympics from 9am until TTam on
Tuesday August 13™. Students are encouraged to dress up in either the Olympic colours (blue,
yellow, black, green, and red), or the RIPPER colours (pink, blue, orange, yellow, green, and
red). No special costumes or dress-ups are necessary - just casual clothes in any one of these
colours is requested. Students will ‘compete’ in the RIPPER Olympics in their house colours. For
each event, supervising staff will identify three students throughout the day who they believe
should be awarded a gold, silver, and bronze certificate for their efforts. This is to be awarded at
the end of the Olympics at 10.30am.

Timetable:
EVENT
TIME : . -
Rowing Equestrian Basketball Badminton
9.10am-9.30am Outline of RIPPER Olympics to whole school. Olympic parade onundercover
court.
9.30am-9.45am Blue Yellow Green Red
9.45am-10am Red Blue Yellow Green
10am-10.15am Green Red Blue Yellow
10.15am-10.30 Yellow Green Red Blue
10.30am-11am RIPPER Olympics Conclusion (Undercover Court) Medals awarded

Principal: Joel Blythman A: 13-19 Keith Morgan Drive,
Traralgon South, VIC, 3844

P: (03) 5195 5244 E: fraralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au

W: www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au n www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/



mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/

ISSUE 23

31st July 2024

J

. 2 B R B g’“
? 2 DY 0O ¥
A< fﬁ.ﬁ fﬁ.ﬁ

7223 2 Z = —

Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

RIPPER STUDENT AWARDS...

Prep/1 Maggie W For her positive attitude and independence during all activities.
For always demonstrating our RIPPER values in her learning,
1/2 Jade J . : . :
behaviour and interactions with others.
2/3 Williom V For careful listening and detailed answers to BTN questions.
4/5 Maxwell O For consis’ren’rlly displaying confidence dL.Jring clqss share times.
His mature responses are so impressive!
5/6 Malachi D For his aftention to detail in publishing his poetry booklet.
Maths Abbie R For assisting and bei.ng an exc.:ellerfr. role model for her peers
when folding the origami jumping frogs.
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