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Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

PRINCIPAL REPORT...

I'm Back!

Fifteen weeks of long service leave seemed to go in the blink of an eye, and just like that, I'm
back! | would be remiss of me to not publicly thank Kim Ryan for ably stepping into the Acting
Principal role during my absence, and for this | am most grateful. From all reports, there were
many positive experiences throughout Term 2 and we look forward to seeing those continue into
the second half of the year.

New Faces:

Throughout Term 3, we are excited to provide an environment that supports the growth and
development in others, and over the coming weeks you may notice several new faces within our
school.

In Prep/1, we welcome Jacqui Barnes as a Pre-Service Teacher, where she will be undertaking a
placement throughout the first four weeks of term as a part of her university studies. Jacqui is
currently employed as an aide at Grey Street Primary School in Traralgon, and has previous
experience working in other school settings, so comes to us with a wonderful skill set that we look
forward to learning from as much as she learns from us too.

Hunter Fahy, a Traralgon South local, will be joining our Grade 3 classroom every Tuesday
throughout Terms 3 and 4, beginning next week. This placement is to support Hunter's studies in
Education Support through RMIT University, and we look forward to hosting her throughout this
time.

Lastly, Caity Dalrymple (ex-student) will be joining us next week for five days as a part of her Work
Experience program at Traralgon College. Caity will have an opportunity to spend time in each
classroom throughout the week, learning more about what working in a school sefting looks like,
thus supporting her in identifying a possible future study and vocation pathway.
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2026 Planning:

The second half of the year sees us begin to strategically plan how the following will look, and
more specifically, this firstly focuses on projected enrolments. Getting this planning as accurate
as possible is especially important, as it has a direct impact on the number of grades, class sizes,
and associated staffing. | make no apologies for wanting to recruit the very best teachers we
possibly can for our students, and in the current climate of workforce shortages, starting this as
soon as possible is particularly important.

To support the above, we invite new enrolments for the 2026 school year to do so as soon as
possible, and for our 2026 Prep students, completing this process prior to the end of this week (25
July) would be amazing!

Conversely, whilst we do not wish to see any student depart, we understand and fully respect that
various circumstances can see this eventuate. Should your family be aware of a possible or likely
exit from our school, it would be appreciated if this could be communicated to me at your earliest
convenience.

Take care,

Joel Blythman
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DATES TO REMEMBER...

1% August Friday Pie Drive Orders & Payment Due
4™ August Monday School Council Meeting - 7:00pm
6™ August Wednesday Online Scholastic Book Club Orders Due
14™ August Thursday Pie Orders To Be Collected From School - 3:00pm
27" - 297 Wednesday - Years 3 & 4 Camp - Coonawarra
August Friday
5" September Friday Father’'s Day Stall

¥
Ready, Set (}(;33

GIRL GUIDES

AVSTRALIA

Traralgon Girl Guides

Contact: traralgon@guidesvic.org.au
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NAIDOC WEEK

On Tuesday 22" July, we celebrated NAIDOC Week
with a range of activities, from learning about
Aboriginal art and symbols to playing Indigenous
games as well as researching famous First Nation
peoples and listening to Dreamtime stories. The day
helped remind us of the importance of respecting and
celebrating the world’s oldest continuing culture.

Principal: Joel Blythman A: 13-19 Keith Morgan Drive,
Traralgon South, VIC, 3844

P: (03) 5195 5244 E: fraralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au

W: www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au n www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/


mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/

ISSUE 21

Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

Supported Playgroups Timetable

Latrobe City’s Supported Playgroups and 1.1 coaching sessions are free for eligible
families in Latrobe City.

'40 ‘I Yallourn North Preschoo

( N Mondays 9.30am to 11.30am
J 29 Carmel Street, Yallourn

Morwell Traffic School

Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am
Brisbane Street, Morwell

(g gm0 - Y o o
Sara Court Preschoo

Thursdays 10am to 12noon
5 Sara Court, Traralgon

Cameron 5t Preschool  Morwell Traffic
::f . Fridays 10am to 12noon Fridays 1pm to 3pm
-

- 41-43 Cameron Street, Traralgon Brisbane Strest, Morwell

-1 Coaching L
-(:)-

Latrobe City offer our 11 smalltalk coaching at our Supported Playgroup Hub, //\Iq

in your home or anywhere you'd feel most comfortable. Our Hub is located

at 92 Vincent Road, Morwell and is eguipped with three designated play areas r01 qCJ1

to learn, play and connect with the support of a gualified facilitator. 11 1

To enrol in our Latrobe City Supported Playgroups - please complete the expression of interest
form at wwwlatrobevic.govau/playgroup or you can email the parenting support team at
parentingsupport @latrobe vic.gov.au to speak to one of owr a friendly facilitators.
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Latrobe City's Supported Playgroups and 11 hing se s are free for alic milies in Latrobe City.

Evidence-based support

The smalitalk program is an evidence based program developed by the Parenting
Research Centre. It focuses on increasing a child’s learning and language
development though the home environment. Latrobe City offer free 111 coaching

C—— and weekly playgroup sessions throughout the year for all families with children
aged 0-5 years old.

Quality and frequency of interactions with their children
) . . . a
smalltalk encourages caregivers to improve the quality of their everyday o ag
interactions with their child, through using a warm & gentle approach, tuning into
their child, following their child's lead, listening & talking more and using ﬁ

teachable moments.

Level of stimulation in the home environment

smalitalk aims to develop a caregivers awareness of the importance of play and
how they can increase their child's language and development at home throwgh
their everyday routine. We advocate for using what is readily available in the
home for play, and accessing free services such as Latrobe City Libraries and local
toy swap or library services.

Parental resilience and confidence

Using strengths based approaches, our facilitators provide an opportunity to
develop parental self-care and confidence in a non-stigmatising environment. We
acknowledge that parenting locks different in every family and support caregivers
to use the smalitalk principles in their own way that works best for them.

Community building

Our weekly Supported Playgroups offer a fantastic opportunity for families

to increase their social support network in a safe and positive environment.
Facilitators also invite local health and community services, such as Maternal and
Child Health and LCHS to attend our weekly playgroups throughout the term.

Qualified + experienced facilitators

Our facilitators are all qualified family services practiticners or early childhoaod : ==
educators, with experience in delivering the smalltalk content with families across U %
1 i

diverse parenting experiences and backgrounds.

LATROBE CITY
= COUNCIL
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