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PRINCIPAL REPORT...
Welcome To 2023:

Hello and welcome to our 2023 school year! | hope our students and families had a lovely holiday
break and are energised for a fantastic year ahead. | was able to spend a few weeks with my
family in our caravan, travelling fo Mallacoota - one of my favourite holiday destinations. Lofs of
reading, fishing, swimming, and exploring filled our days pretty quickly, and it was very nice not
fo have to wake up to an alarm each morning!

Our staff have been working hard over the previous few weeks to ensure our classrooms and
learning programs are ready to go, and we have been pleased to see how seftled our students
have begun the school year. Despite achieving some outstanding school results in 2022 that were
above Latrobe Valley and State benchmarks, we are excited by the school improvement actions
we have developed for this year, designed to propel ourselves to even higher levels of
achievement. These include:

e Supporting student wellbeing and mental health through various initiatives and programs,
most notably through the introduction of The Resilience Project.

e Having a stronger focus on student attendance, and ensuring our approach aligns with
best practice.

e Following a period of professional learning in 2022, tfeachers beginning to implement a
shared and consistent evidence-based instructional model.

¢ Continue to implement the Tutor Learning Initiative to provide targeted support to students
in literacy and numeracy, whilst also developing a schoolwide Response to Intervention
model.

¢ Implement the Government’s Disability Inclusion reform, a new funding model that
replaces the Program for Student with Disabilities, to ensure every student thrives at school.

e Embed our approach to teachers working in Professional Learning Teams, whereby they
are supported to strengthen their instructional practice, use data to measure their impact
as teachers on student learning, and collaborate with one another.

For a small school, these six actions will certainly fill our year and keep us busy. Throughout the
year | look forward to providing updates on our progress and achievements too.
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Intfroducing Our New Staff:

It is with great pleasure that we introduce two new members of our Education Support (Integration
Aide) team.

Maddison Kennedy:

Maddison joins us from Traralgon College, where for the previous four years
she has been employed as their Behaviour Specialist. This role entailed
supporting students with understanding, managing and de-escalating
behaviour, developing intervention strategies, and assisting students 1:1.
Additionally, Maddison’s role included assisting staff with the development
of Individual Learning Plans, and modifying tasks to suit individual student
learning needs.

Previous to this, Maddison has been employed as a Disability Support
Worker with Disability Connect Victoria, and also in an Education Support
role at Warragul & District Specialist School.

With a vast number of qualifications and training (including Auslan) coupled with her years of
experience, we are confident Maddison will strengthen the level of expertise and support
provided to our students.

Kerry Stewart:

Kerry joins us with almost 20 years of Integration Aide experience from a
range of Primary and Secondary school environments. Most recently, Kerry
has been employed at St Vincent de Paul Primary School in Morwell, and
prior to that, at Sacred Heart Primary School in Morwell. Kerry has strong
experience in providing 1:1 assistance to students, creating Individual
Learning Plans, and developing strong relationships with key stakeholders
to ensure the very best outcomes for children and their families.

With a wide variety of qualifications and professional development
completed throughout her career to date (including Auslan), we believe
Kerry will also provide our school with an additional layer of skills to further complement the
amazing work of our current feam.
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We have no doubt our RIPPER school community will welcome both Maddison & Kerry with open
arms, and as a collective, we look forward to geffing to know their hobbies, interests and
personalities too!

Take care,

Joel Blythman

DATES TO REMEMBER...

7t February Tuesday Online Book Club Orders Due In

3" March Friday Incursion for Years 1 to 6 - URStrong - No cost
6™ March Monday School Photos

10" March Friday School House Sports

13" March Monday Labour Day Public Holiday
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Book Club

The first Book Club "newspaper” is being sent home this week. All orders are to be done
through the Loop system at www.scholastic.com.au — we do noft process these at school so
please do not send in cash. Orders are to be in by 4:00pm on Tuesday 7™ February.

Welcome to Book Club LOOP

(Linked Online Ordering and Payment platform for
parents)

Create an account here, if this is your first time to LOOP.

Please note: if yor children attend the same school, you only have

to place one order for all.

Want to learn more?

DOWNLOAD THE PARENTS' GUIDE
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Conveyance Allowance

You may be eligible to receive conveyance allowance for transporting your child to and from
school. To be eligible to receive conveyance allowance, a student must:

* Be school age
* Reside more than 4.8km by the shortest route from the nearest school attended or bus stop,

* Be enrolled af the nearest government primary or secondary school, or at the nearest
appropriate registered non-government school.

If you believe you are eligible to receive conveyance allowance, please contact the school to
complete an application. If you have claimed this in the past you do not need to fill in another
claim form unless your circumstances have changed. Applications close 11" March.

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) Applications

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips,
camps and sporting activities.

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, current as at 315" January 2023, such as a
Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for
asylum seeker and refugee families.

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made
direct to the school to use fowards expenses relating fo camps, excursions and sporfing
activities for the benefit of your child.
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If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office and ask for an
application form.

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the
Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sporfs and Excursions Fund web page.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school
office as soon as possible. Final date for applications close 16™ June.
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