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Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School

PRINCIPAL REPORT...

Semester 1 Reports:

As reported via numerous media outlets in recent days, an inprinciple agreement in relation to
negotiations towards a new Victorian Government Schools Agreement has recently been
reached between the Department of Education (DE) and the Australion Education Union (AEU).
Consequently, the AEU informed the DE on 18 May 2026 that all industrial action related to
negotiations has been entirely suspended.

Prior to this, industrial action included a ‘ban on all aspects of work related fo the provision of
wriffen comments on student reports that will be provided fo parents’, amongst other actions.

While this ban has now been lifted, the DE has recognised that it may now be difficult for schools
to provide full written comments for Semester 1 given the tighter timelines involved.

At Traralgon South Primary School, Semester 1 reports will be distributed in the final week of Term
2, and as per normal practice, they will confinue to indicate student achievement against the
relevant curriculum areas of the Victorian Curriculum F-10. These reports will continue to provide
important details about student learning attainment, but full descriptive comments for all subject
areas will not be included as a result of industrial action taken earlier this term by the AEU.

We will of course be pleased to discuss your child’s progress with you, and should this be of
inferest, | encourage you to contact the relevant classroom teacher towards the end of Term 2
once final assessments for the semester have been completed.

Mobile Phone (& Smart Watch) Policy:

At Traralgon South Primary School, we are very grateful to have the strong support of our parent
community when it comes to student use of mobile phones, and for almost the entire student
population, these devices are very rarely seen, let alone misused, at school. Additionally, whilst
there is an increase in the prevalence of students wearing smart watches with mobile phone
connectivity (Spacetalk watches, for example), we are again grateful that these too are often set
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by parents to have very limited functionality during school hours. Our Mobile Phone policy
provides additional detail and context, however the purpose of this message is to provide an
opportunity to readers to remind themselves of the details within this policy, but also raise
awareness to:

- the importance of ensuring smart watch seftings do not permit the use of mobile phone
functionality during school hours, and

- any child with a mobile phone must also switch them off and provide it to us to be securely
stored during the school day.

School Council - Casual Vacancy:

We have recently had a parent member of School Council politely step away from this role due
tfo an increase in work and home commitments, and as such, would like fo invite any interested
parent to fill a casual vacancy until March 2027. For those who may be interested or perhaps
might like to know more about what this opportunity may involve, please get in contact and |
would be delighted to discuss it further with you.

Car Park:

To preface this message, please allow me to empathise with parents about the tfemporary
reduction in available space in our car park due to the site compound currently in situ, however
| would like to politely remind families about the congestion and blind spots inadvertently caused
by those who park on either side of the carpark itself. This primarily includes parking parallel to
the timber bollards near the school letterbox, and/or double-parking in front of staff cars on the
Keith Morgan Drive side of the carpairk. It has been reported to me that there are often designated
car park spaces that remain vacant, however once additional drivers enter the carpark and see
others parked off to the side, it is likely they assume all designated spaces are full and confinue
the pattern of congestion to avoid being forced to drive in, through, and then out of the carpark
given it is a one-way road.

To help provide some solutions, please fully enter our carpark and ensure all designated parking
spaces are full before exploring other alternatives, such as along Chester Court (keeping in mind
that this too can cause congestion so be mindful of accidentally causing blind spots and being
respectful to our residential neighbours who need access to their own driveways), or the very
large carpark at the rear of our school/in front of the neighlbouring Pre-School.
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Cold & Flu Season:

This week has seen an increase in the number of student absences due to cold and flu-like
symptoms, and it seems it is sweeping across a number of grades at present. Whilst | often
reinforce the importance of school attendance, keeping your child home when they are unwell
helps to break this cycle, therefore minimising subsequent absences from classmates and/or
staff. Whilst this pattern is not yet alarming, | felt it was important to raise your awareness in
readiness to the cold and flu season arriving with greater vigour.

Take care,

Joel Blythman

DATES TO REMEMBER...

Monday 25" May Donations to Give A Damn. Give a Can. due by 9:00am
VC/; (():i?gcszo_y 225;““:/%/{ Years 5 and 6 Camp Woorabinda
Wednesday 27" May Musica Viva Incursion - No cost

Tuesday 2" June Scholastic Book Club Online LOOP Orders Close

Monday 8" June King's Birthday Public Holiday

Tuesday 9h June Smile Squad School Dental Program Begins

Friday 26" June Last Day Term 2 - 2:30pm Dismissall

Monday 13™M July First Day Term 3
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p Emelia B For consistently using beautiful manners in our classroom.
rep melia Thank you for being so respectful.
1/2 Stella D For unwavering persistence to improve and challenge yourself
/ eld at Mathematics.
For showing independence and persistence to complete
2/3 Ava Q difficult Maths problems.
. For an outstanding result on your recent Lexile test. It was
3/4 Sophie-lee C incredible to see your pride at y our achievement!
For your outstanding aftitude fowards your learning. Keep
475 Mahley C working hard.
6 Kai L For showcasing the RIPPER values during all of our math lessons
al this week.
Art Amelia L & For their resilience and persistence shown with their sewing and
Charlie V learning to thread their needles independently. Well done.
PE Spencer S For enthusiastically joining in all games and activities in PE.
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Musica Viva Incursion - 27™ May - 2:30pm - 3:30pm

This whole school incursion will be held in the multi-purpose room. There will be no cost to
families.

MUSIC IN MY SUITCASE — MUSICA VIVA

Australians come from many different places. The musicians from Music in my
Suitcase will inspire students to listen to and understand each other by
sharing music from a diverse array of cultures. Integrating music and dance,
this inspiring show gives students the opportunity to explore Australian history
and share their own languages during the concert and in the

classroom.
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Give a Damn. Give a Can. 2026

ROTARY CLUB OF TRARALGON CENTRAL: GIVE A DAMN. GIVE A CAN. 2026

This year, once again, our Junior School Council ask our wonderful and generous community, if
you are able, to donate some tinned food for the 'Give a Damn. Give a Can.' food drive. Pastq,
pasta sauce, cereal and other non-perishable items are also able 1o be donated.

Last year Traralgon South Primary School collected just over 400 cans to donate to the
GADGAC food drive which is an outstanding effort for a relatively small school! The Traralgon
South community always manage to dig deep and display amazing generosity toward their
community.

This year our Junior School Council's hope and aim is to beat last year's amazing effort of 400
cans of food and make another noteworthy donation of tinned food to the food bank.

We are collecting tinned food and non-perishable goods up until the morning of 25" May.
Donations can be sent to your child’s classroom.

Many thanks in advance,

Junior School Council
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GYMNASTICS AT SCHOOL

COME JOIN
TEAM GYMNASTICS

A fun new style of gymnastics that incorporates
group dances, tumbling and acrobatics

Qualified gymnastics coaches providing quality
lessons

After school lessons for kids aged 5 - 12
Wednesdays and Thursday

\ $20 per class plus a $40 annual joining fee

Stockdale Road Primary School sports hall

CALL 0439 246 615 TO BOOK TODAY!
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Become a Family Day Care Educator

Uniting Family Day Care - Gippsland are currently recruiting
Educators in your area

Benefits of becomming a Family Day Care Educator

« Choosing the hours and days you work ‘ ®
« Building relationships with families in your community \\ /
N r
« Caring for your own children at home, while earning an income =
ofory 9 A
Family Day Care Educators .U.

« Are passionate about working with children
« Have an early childhood qualification

« Are interested in running a business and want the flexibility to work from home
« Enjoy planning fun activities that support children’s development

+ Love working with families

Come along to an information night to learn more about the
benefits of Family Day Care

. Bass Coast
Wellington Latrobe
Wednesday 24" June
Wednesday 17" June Monday 22" June aid
Wonthaggi North
Uniting Office Traralgon Library
Uniting Kinder
126 Raymond Street 34-38 Kay Street
63 White Road
6.30pm 6.30pm
6.30pm

Please RSVP by the day before the session by calling 1800 183 103 (option 2) or emailing
familydaycare@vt.uniting.org or by scanning the QR Code

unitingvictas.org.au/fdc n n —

Day Care
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IL\[ 9 Tue 7 July
L

REGISTER NOW |

LILLI S 9am-3pm

0 c ATI 0 N Gippsland Regional Indoor Spc;rts Centre |
m 5-12 years old

Ol

Principal: Joel Blythman A: 13-19 Keith Morgan Drive,
Traralgon South, VIC, 3844

P: (03) 5195 5244 E: traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au

W: www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au n www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/


mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/

20" May 2026 ISSUE 14

22 2 7 722 2 gf!;; gf!;; %
2 DHEYEY
% Yoz 2 Z Z 2773

—— TUESDAY
E 7th July 2026

NARRE WARREN

Activity starts & ends at Morwell office

AGE
Open to children aged 5 - 12 years
old with a current NDIS plan.

ACTIVITIES

Swap screen time for air time at Bounce, with
lots of trampolines to try and fun times only!

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Scan the QR code, call 1300 736 765 or email
admin@icg.asn.au
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—— THURSDAY
E 2nd July 2026

TRARALGON

Activity starts & ends at Morwell office

AGE

Open to children aged 5 - 12 years
old with a current NDIS plan.

ACTIVITIES

Enjoy the spectacular Shadow Puppet Show at
the Gippsland Performing Arts Centre, followed
by an art session in the afternoon!

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
@ Scan the QR code, call 1300 736 765 or email

admin@icg.asn.au
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