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PRINCIPAL REPORT …  

Mother’s Day Stall & Raffle : 

Last week, we were extremely well supported  with our annual Mother’s Day Stall , and I hope the 

mother’s and special people within our school community were  spoilt over the weekend. It was a 

personal highlight of the week to watch our students carefully consider which  gifts they may select 

for their loved one , and then their faces beam with pride once they had made their selection in 

anticipation of how their mother or special person may react . I hope that was your experience 

too  over the weekend!  

 

A  total of $1115.60 was raised ( $681.60 from the stall, and $434 from the raffle) for our s chool , and 

at our whole school assembly last week, I asked our students to liaise with the ir respective Junior 

School Councillor s to begin brainstorming ways in which they would like us to spend the funds on 

their behalf. We look forward to reporting the outcome of this process in due course.  

 

These events are  only  possible due to  the amazing support we get from a team of dedicated 

parents and  carers who volunteer their time to assist our school. At Traralgon South Primary 

School , instead of a formal Parents and Friends team, we have a group of parents who have 

indicated they may potentially  be available for volunteering at some point throughout the year, 

and when events or activities  such as these  arise, we communicate directly to this group  about 

the event particulars to ascertain who may/may n ot be available  to assist  us . As a member of 

this group, t here is no compulsion to volunteer as we absolutely respect your own commitments, 

and furthermore, we appreciate members hip  within this informal group of volunteers is also fluid 

should your individual circumstances change  at any time . 

 

If there are any parent s or carer s who may  wish to be  a part of this informal group of volunteers, 

or would like  to discuss it in more detail, please  contact me as I would be quite happy to assist  

you . For those that were able to support us last week, thank you again!  
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Brainstorm Productions : 

Earlier this week, we  provided a whole school incursion  to our Prep -Year 6 students through 

Brainstorm Productions . More specifically , designed  especially  for primary students, this supported 

the promot ion of  resilience, cyber safety, and bullying prevention  through  live educational theatre  

and curriculum -linked classroom resources.  For those who may interested in learning more, you 

can do so via this link , or alternatively, I encourage you to discuss it further with your child and/or 

res pective classroom teacher.  

 

This event was a component of our efforts in supporting student wellbeing  and  is connected to 

strengthening our RIPPER values, as well as the  respective school improvement initiatives within 

our current strategic plan.  We look forward to extending on this in coming weeks and building on 

the underlying messages for our students.  

 

Take care,  

Joel Blythman  

 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER…  

Monday  18 th May  School Council Meeting – 7:00pm  

Monday – 
Wednesday  

25 th May – 
27 th May  

Years 5 and 6 Camp Woorabinda  

Monday  8 th June  King’s Birthday Public Holiday  

Tuesday  9 th June  Smile Squad School Dental Program Begins  

 

 

mailto:traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/
https://www.brainstormproductions.edu.au/primary-school-programs/the-protectors/


 

Principal:  Joel Blythman                            A : 13 -19 Keith Morgan Drive , 
                      Traralgon South,  VIC, 3844  
  

P:  (03) 5195 5244                                         E:  traralgon.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
 

W: www.traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au                www.facebook.com/traralgonsouthprimaryschool/  

13 th May  2026   ISSUE  13 
 

THE RIPPER TIMES 
 

Weekly Newsletter of Traralgon South Primary School  
 

RIPPER STUDENT AWARDS…  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Prep  Daisy D  

For your consistent effort in practising Sounds -Write skills to 
improve your independent reading and writing. Your cold write 

was amazing!  

1/2  Tannah S  
Your t ransition to your new school has been outstanding! You 

have shown wonderful resilienc e and inde pendence.  

2/3  Raine H  For quietly  and consistently completing all learning tasks.  

3/4  Noah D  
For consistently showing genuine kindness and respect. Thank 

you for making a positive difference.  

4/5  Emma B  
For being a caring and empathetic classmate. Thank you for 

being amazing!  

6 Levi H  
For the effort you pu t into all tasks that you do and never being 

afraid to ask for help.  

PE  Henry K  For always displaying great sportsmanship and listening skills.  
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The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is currently open and Traralgon South 

Primary School is excited to be taking part! All children from birth to Year 10 are 

welcome to join in.  

This year’s Challenge theme is ‘Stories to discover. Stories to tell’. Stories can inspire 

and challenge us, and help us grow. They open our eyes to new worlds and new 

ways of thinking. Since the Challenge began in 2005, more than 4.7 million students 

have  read over 66 million books.  

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with 

their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 

15 books. The number of books read can be varied for everyone's needs. All children 

who com plete the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the 

Victorian Premier and former premiers.  

To learn more about the Challenge, visit www.vic.gov.au/premiers -reading -

challenge   

You can also contact Johanna Harding, our Challenge Coordinator, with any 

questions or speak with your child’s classroom teacher.  

Happy reading!  
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Give a Damn. Give a Can. 2026  

 

ROTARY CLUB OF TRARALGON CENTRAL: GIVE A DAMN. GIVE A  CAN. 2026  

 

This year, once again, our Junior School Council ask our wonderful and generous community, if 

you are able, to donate some tinned food for the 'Give a Damn. Give a Can.' food drive.  Pasta, 

pasta sauce , cereal  and other non -perishable items are also able to be donated.   

 

 Last year Traralgon South Primary School collected just over 400 cans to donate to the 

GADGAC food drive which is an outstanding effort for a relatively small school! The Traralgon 

South community always manage to dig deep and display amazing generosity t oward their 

community.  

This year our Junior School Council's hope and aim is to beat last year’s amazing effort of 400 

cans of food and make another noteworthy donation of tinned food to the food bank.  

We are collecting tinned food and non -perishable goods up until the morning of 25 th May.  

Donations can be sent to your child’s classroom.  

 

Many thanks in advance,  

 

Junior School Council  
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