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PRINCIPAL REPORT …  

Welcome to Term 2 : 

We are happy and excited to welcome back our students from the Term 1 school holidays, and 

we extend a special welcome to our wonderful school community to the two new families (four 

children in total) who have recently enrolled at our school.  

 

We hope everyone had a lovely break and are refreshed for a busy Term 2 ahead ! 

 

The s chool holidays provide an opportune time for buildings and grounds works to be completed, 

and over the recent break, we continued to invest in ensuring our school provides students with 

a  high -quality  physical school environment for them to thrive. These works included:  

- New tactile markers and stair nosing have been installed o n  the stairs and ramp  outside the 

Multi -Purpose Room.  

- New fireproof window screens have been installed on the Multi -Purpose Room.  

- A  new roof has been installed on the Library and Grade 6 classroom, though some unforeseen 

issues with the original box guttering framework need s further rectification, so unfortunately 

some of this project remains incomplete , though this will be finalised in the very near future.  

- Following an independent inspection of our playgrounds, a top -up of soft fall mulch was 

completed at the end of Term 1, and over the holidays, two smaller (and very old) playground 

items alongside the Town Hall side of our grounds were removed as the steel framework was 

corroded and beginning to show signs of structural deterioration.  

- A  complete replacement and widening of the bitumen path at the rear of our school, 

connecting our grounds with the Traralgon South Pre -School, CATS cricket oval, tennis courts, 

and the Traralgon South Town Hall. Once the path ‘settles’, contractors will sho rtly return to 

backfill each side of the path with topsoil. Regular users of this path would know how cracked 

and uneven the previous path was, so this has been a big project.  

 

There are more buildings and grounds works scheduled in the coming weeks, so please keep an 

eye out for these too!  
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ANZAC Day : 

As many would be aware, this coming Saturday is ANZAC Day , and given this falls on a weekend, 

we will come together as a school communit y on Friday 24 April to commemorate those that 

have served during wars, conflicts and peace operations . Additionally, j oining me at the 

Traralgon service on Saturday morning will be our two School Captains, Mattias and Henry, where 

they will be laying a wreath on behalf of the school  alongside other members of the community . 

 

Congratulations Mattias & Henry : 

Earlier this week, Mattias and Henry represented our school at the Latrobe Valley Division Tennis 

(singles) event, in  perfect weather and fantastic playing conditions . Both children played well 

and  consistently  demonstrated our RIPPER values throughout, with Henry qualifying for the next 

level of competition . Well done, boys!  

   

Smile Squad : 

The Smile Squad team from Latrobe Community Health Services are coming to our school  in June 

2026 . Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free  school dental program.  This means all  

students can get a free dental check -up, preventive services, and treatment at school.  

 

How To A ccess Free Dental C are : 

The Smile Squad team need your consent before they  can provide services. Consent is usually 

provided by a parent or guardian.  

Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic  or y ou can  use the below QR code:  

   

 

 

 

 

 

It is requested that parents or guardians complete and submit the consent form by 1 May 2026 . 
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Paper copies of the consent form are available. Please contact the General Office  if you would 

like to request one.  

The electronic consent form can be translated into more than 100 languages, and the paper 

form is currently available in 30 languages.  

 

Smile Squad O ral Health Packs : 

All children deserve a healthy smile, and the Smile Squad free school dental program is working 

hard to help make sure this happens.  

 

In the coming week , y our child(ren) will receive a free oral health pack to bring home. The pack 

contains a toothbrush, full sized toothpaste, and an oral health brochure. Please take the time to 

read the brochure. It’s full of helpful hints and tips to help your whole family eat well, drink well 

and clean well – for life.  

 

Standard Strength Toothpaste : 

Smile Squad provides standard strength fluoride toothpaste that is generally used by ages six and 

over, unless recommended by a dental or trained health professional.  

 

If your child is under six, please talk to a dental or trained health professional to find out if your 

child might benefit from using this toothpaste. You can also choose to put the toothpaste away 

until they turn six or give it to someone else in your fam ily to use.  

 

Do I Need To A ttend My C hild’s A ppointment?  

No, you do not need to attend your child’s appointment. You can attend if you would like to, and 

you can take your child to the community dental clinic if you prefer.  

 

The Latrobe Community Health Services Smile Squad look forward to seeing you soon.  

 

Take care,  

Joel Blythman  
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DATES TO REMEMBER…  

Friday  24 th April  Years 5 and 6 Camp Forms & Payment Due  

Monday  4 th May  Scholastic Book Club – LOOP Online Orders Due  

Friday  8 th May  Mother ’s Day S tall  

Monday  11 th May  
Brain storm Productions - Whole School Incursion – No cost  

School Council Meeting – 7:00pm  

Monday – 
Wednesday  

25 th May – 
27 th May  

Years 5 and 6 Camp Woorabinda  

Monday  8 th June  King ’s Birthday Public Holiday  

Tuesday  9 th June  Smile Squa d School Dental Program Begins  
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