Dear Parents,

Preps — Full Attendance From This Week

Parents of students in Prep are reminded that their children will begin
full week attendance from this week. We look forward to seeing all of
our Prep students at school tomorrow Wednesday 5th March.

Outstanding Materials Charge and Voluntary Levies

Invoices for outstanding materials charges have been sent home
today as per our school’s policy. If you receive an invoice, can you
please pay the balance immediately or contact me at school to make
arrangements for a payment plan.

In addition to the outstanding balances, those parents who have
already paid the materials charge but not the voluntary levy payments
will receive a letter today asking you to confirm your intention to pay
the levy or not which is important for our budgeting. If we don’t receive
the form back we cannot remove the charge and it will remain on your
account. | thank you for your assistance with this matter.

Clean Up Australia Day

Last Friday was Clean Up Australia day for schools. Again this year,
we had students picking up rubbish along Keith Morgan Drive,
Chester Court, the cricket oval and surrounds, as well as the school’s
grounds and car park. It was really pleasing to see that only a small
amount of litter was collected and that our town is quite clean. | would
like to thank the parents who were able to come along in the afternoon
and help out during the activity.

Public Holiday This Monday
Parents are reminded that next Monday 10™ March is the Labour Day
public holiday. The school will be closed on this day.

School Council Report

Our School Council met on Monday 24™ February for the first time this
year. Discussion surrounded our school’s response to the smoke
which was published in last week’s newsletter. Donna Robinson was
approved as a new head lice checker and | would like to thank Donna
for volunteering. The financial statements were also approved. The
next meeting will be the Annual General Meeting which will take place
on Monday 24" March.

The nominations for this year’s School Council closed last Tuesday
afternoon and | would like to thank all parents who submitted a
nomination. The number of nominations equaled the number of
vacancies we had available so | would like to welcome on to our
Council this year, existing members: Karen Pettifer, Andrea
Cheetham, and Jean-Marc Porigneaux, while welcoming new member
Kate Miljons. | would also like to welcome Ruth Bone who is the new
school representative. | look forward to working with the Council again
this year.

Joel Fraser - Principal

MULTI-CULTURAL FESTIVAL

The Multi-Cultural is fast approaching with the students doing a
wonderful job preparing themselves for this event. The festival is on
Friday 14™ March and parents, family and friends are most welcome
to come and see our students perform. The festival is at Kernot Hall
in Morwell and | believe begins at 10.00am. A program of the day will
be finalised this week, so | will let you know the final details in next
week’s newsletter.

On Friday 14™ March we have the bus booked to leave at 9.15am, so |
am hoping to get one last practice in that morning before we head off
to Kernot Hall. So if all students could please be at school by bag bell
time we will be able to practice all together. Lunch will be provided on
the day for the students (sandwich pack and a drink of water). If your
child would like to bring their own lunch they are welcome to. All
students will need to bring their snack with them. If your child is
dressing up for the performance, please ensure that they are dressed,
ready in their costume when they get to school on Friday morning as
there is not a lot of time to get changed at Kernot Hall.

If your child hasn’t returned their permission form or paid their $3
could you please finalise that this week. If you have any questions
about the day, please contact me at school or email
game.yvonne.y@edumail.vic.gov.au .

Thank you - Yvonne Game

VOLUNTEERS FOR RE-FENCING NEEDED

Volunteers are required to assist with re-fencing of fire affected farms
in Driffield. If you are able to help in any way please contact Ange
Gordon on 0417 561 518.
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DATES TO REMEMBER

5—7 Mar | Wed-Fri | Years 3 & 4 — Camp Lakewood
10 Mar Mon Labour Day Public Holiday
12 Mar Wed Book Club Orders & Payment Due In
14 Mar Fri Multi-Cultural Festival - Morwell
17 Mar Mon Parents & Friends AGM — 9:15am
20 Mar Thu School House Sports in Traralgon
School Photos
24 Mar Mon School Council AGM 7:00pm
1 Apr Tue District Sports in Traralgon
YOU CAN DO IT
STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARDS
For Week Ending 28th February 2014
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Prep/1 Jayden Henry For being a fantastic role model and helper in Prep/1.
455 Scarlett Green For ignoring dllgtractlons to complete set tasks to the
best of her ability.
56 Zara Pettifer For taking on challenges and using a variety of

problem solving skills.

Marnie Lockett

For her excellent collage of sailboats displaying
“perspective” with the boats and birds in the

Art foreground and background.
Heath Kamohuis For his continual enthusiasm, persistence and
P dedication to his art work.
P.E. Julia Bates For displaying good technique in discus and shot put.
Maddie Hodgson For Ilstenlng carefully and trying hard to master long
and kanga jump.
Principal | Kate Edgar For being happy at school.
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NEW ATTENDANCE GUIDELINES

The Department of Education and Early Childhood (DEECD) have released new
attendance guidelines which come in to effect from 1t March this year. | have included
the responsibilities for parents from the DEECD website. DEECD has developed these
new guidelines to have students attend school more often than they currently are. Already
this year, the majority of student absences are listed as “unexplained”, which means that
a reason for the absence has not been received by the school. | understand that students
can suffer from illness and that is certainly a valid reason for them to be kept away from
school, however, it is important that we have a brief note from parents outlining the
reason for the absence that we can keep for our records. In cases of continual absence
without parents providing an explanation, an infringement notice may be issued with a
penalty of $70.

Parent Responsibilities

Parents are required to ensure their child attends school and to provide an explanation for
their child's absence from school, and the principal must record in writing the reason (if
any) given by the parent. The principal must be able to determine from the records if the
excuse given was reasonable in terms of the parent meeting their legal obligations.

Parents should inform the school of the reason for their child’s absence so that the school
can:
o determine if the child’'s absence needs to be excused by the principal, in line with
school policy and these guidelines
o determine the appropriate follow up to ensure the child’s education and
wellbeing is supported
e record if the parent has a reasonable excuse for not meeting their obligation to
ensure their child attends school each day.

Where possible, parents should inform the school in advance of upcoming absences.

More information on the new guidelines for attendance can be found at
www.education.vic.gov.au

PRINCIPAL: Joel Fraser
RMB 3015 TRARALGON SOUTH 3844
PHONE: 5195 5244

http://traralgonsthps.vic.edu.au/
www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/schoolsonline
fraser.joel.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Solar Energy Generation
The reading this week is 28552kwh which means we have generated
291kwh since the last reading.
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Live Well with Asthma

Parents & Carers please join us for this FREE one hour
education session and learn all about your child’s:

\

Asthma triggers, signs and symptoms
Asthma medications and how to administer them properly

What to do in an asthma emergency
Asthma Action Plans
Importance of spacers

Date: Monday 31st March 2014
Time: 2:00pm—3:00pm
VYenue: Traralgon South Primary School

Presented by local Asthma Educator Pam Hicks

Please contact School Reception on 5195 5244 to reserve
your place today! RSYP by 26th March 2014. 0

This iritiative is conducted as part of the Asthma Child and Addescent Program Asthma
supported by the Australian Government Department of Health Toumeshon




